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There are times when the truest hearted disciple is 
depressed because of his sense of weakness ; weakness 
of body or of mind or of spirit, or of all three together. 
Then it is that the Bible promise comes with peculiar 
cheer: “The Lord .. . fainteth not, neither is weary. 

. He giveth power to the faint; and to him that 
hath no might he increaseth strength.” And then it 
is that the believer can know what it is to glory in 
his weakness, in order that the strength of Christ may 
rest upon him, and be’shown in him. If it were not 
for our hours of depression, we should lose our hours 
of highest exaltation. Unless we were cast down, we 
could never joy in being lifted up by our Lord. 


How much more common it is for a child of God 
to show distrust of his heavenly Father, than of his 
fellow-man! A severe thunder-storm in the night is 
more likely to give a sense of danger to the average 
Christian, than is the thought of midnight burglars. 
Ts this because the police are supposed’ to guard ‘the 


house against burglars, while only God can control |- 


the lightning? Ifa Christian has plans for a day’s 
entertainment at home or abroad, he seldom is as 
much concerned over the possible failure of success in 
any other line as in that of the weather. The caterer, 
or the baggage-express man, or the stage-driver, 
can be depended on; but will God give just the best 
weather that could be? And so it is that a lack of 
restful faith in God shows itself continually in the 





lives of too many of the children of God. The one 
thing that they have no responsibility for, and that 
their heavenly Father is sure to care for, is the thing 
of things that they worry over. 


The enforcement that outward things may give to 
greater truths is worth looking for as we go to and 
fro in the world. <A traveler, in approaching the coast 
by rail, is interested in watching a river which moves 
onward in steadfast, beneficent progress; and he would 
like it if the ‘pleasant stream and he might be com- 
panions until they both reach the sea. But presently, 
instead of keeping to the channel where it has ren- 
dered varied service, the river spreads out in shallows, 
and runs among the reeds and grass to loiter in stag- 
nant pools,—its good work ended now, and its only 
efficiency being to make useless broad fields of ground. 
It brings aptly to mind a human career which has 
ceased from right activities and from all pressing for- 
ward ; which has lost sight of the goal, and exists 
aimlessly, attempting nothing, achieving nothing ; 
which is content to idle in the sunshine of life, and 
therefore, in return for the blessings that God gives, 
diffuses waste and infection. There is no traveler 
who may not with profit lay the suggestion of such a 
scene to heart. 


Helps to Sunday-school study must improve in 
quality, as well as multiply in number, year by year, 
or they will not be recognized as helps by those who 
themselves are gaining steadily in knowledge and in 
critical taste. A sense of this truth prevails in the 
eonduct of The Sunday School Times. Never before 
was the demand for a high. standard in all the side- 
light articles, as well as in the regular lesson articles, 
so positive as to-day; and the effort is honestly mak- 
ing to meet this demand. Besides the special articles 
already announced from foreign contributors for the 
first six months of 1888, the following are now in 
hand, or are arranged for, for use in the near future: 

Unimproved Faculties. By the Rt. Rev. William 
Boyd Carpenter, D.D., Lord Bishop of Ripon. 

Bread and Bread-Making in the East. By Mrs. 
E. T. Finn, of London ; member of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, and for some years a resident of Jerusalem, 
as the wife of the British Consul-General Finn. 

Lessons from the Manger. By the Rt. Rev. 5S. 8. 
Harris, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Michigan. 

The Busy Man’s Bible. By Mr. George W. Cable. 

A New Line. By Chancellor John H. Vincent, 
D.D., LL.D., of Chautauqua University. 

Recent Vindications of Total Abstinence. By 
Mr. Joseph Cook, of Boston. 

Syro-Pheenicia in its Relation to the Jews. By 
the Rev. Selah Merrill, D.D., LL.D., recently Ameri- 
can Consul at Jerusalem. 

The Use and the Abuse of Riches. By the Rev 
E. G. Robinson, D.D., LL.D., President of Brown 
University.. 

Oriental Marriage Customs. By Mrs. Lew Wallace. 

Lamps and Oil Vessels in the Ancient East. By 
Professor Dr. Isaac H. Hall, of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York. 


Words are at the best ambiguous. Wellnigh 
every word employed in ordinary speech is liable to 
be understood in different senses by different persons. 
A fresh, and somewhat surprising, illustration of this 





truth is found in the perplexity of the intelligent and 
fair-minded editor of The Jewish Exponent, over the 
use, by the editor of The Sunday School. Times, of 
the term “Christian Jews.” So puzzled, indeed, is 
the editor of The Jewish Exponent at this point, that 
he says in all sincerity: “ We are at a loss to under- 
stand what this appellation means, and we would be 
thankful for some information.” His stumbling at the 
term.is because he does not know its meaning. Yet the 
two words thus conjoined are used in their ordinary dic- 
‘tionary sense. A “Jew” is a descendant of Jacob, in 
the line of the returning captives from Babylon. A 
“Christian” is an avowed follower of Jesus Christ 
as the Messiah of God. A Christian Jew is, there- 
fore, a person who is by birth a Hebrew, and is in his 
belief an adherent of the Christian religion. Web- 
ster, Worcester, Stormonth, and the Imperial Dic- 
tionary, are at one in defining a “ Jew” as “a Hebrew, 
or Israelite,” regardless of the question of his reli- 
gious beliefs. Mr. Felix Adler, in his extended article 
on Jews in Johnson’s Cyclopedia, defines the Jews as 
“a people of Semitic origin, known also as Hebrews 
or Israelites.” While it is true that the term “Jewish,” 
as applied to one’s religion, would naturally be under- 
stood to designate a pre-Christian belief, the use of 
the term “ Christian Jew,” as descriptive, for example, 
of the Rev. Dr. Alfred Edersheim, would seem to be 
both distinctive and intelligible; yet it actually ‘con- 
veys no meaning to so honest and earnest and well- 
informed a Jew as the editor of The Jewish Expo- 
nent. His suggestion that the editor of The Sunday 
School Times perhaps “means to denominate or dis- 
tinguish, in this way, a certain class of ‘traders,’ ” 
would seem to be based on the fling at ‘supposed 
Jewish characteristics which still retains its place in 
some of the English dictionaries. Butof such a fling 
at that race of lofty and noble lineage, which he 
honors for what it is and has been and is to be, the 
editor of The Sunday School Times would never be 
guilty. 





LIFE-MAKING AND LIFE-MARRING. 


Mrs. Mulock-Craik, in her last book, published just 
before her death, tells of “a rotund specimen of 
‘John Bull,’—the John Bull who has. made himself 
(or, rather, his money, a very different thing.)” The 
hit is a telling one, and is well worth making, so long 
as the expression “self-made man” is thought toe be 
applicable chiefly to the worldly rich. Many great 
fortunes have been made by English and Scotch 
“merchant princes” within the past generation ; so 
that the rapid accumulations of money which were 
once thought an American “feature” have been 
hardly less apparent or frequent in the old country 
itself. There, as here, mammon quarrels with God 


.| and right, as it has quarreled since the world began ; 


and there, as everywhere, the individual loses or 
dwarfs his own soul while trying to gain the whole 
world, or as large a part of it as may be practicable. 
The “self-made man” in law, or politics, or medi- 
cine, or any other life work, is as truly bound as the 
merchant to understand just what he means by the 
term, and what he seeks to obtain in the result. 
Bishop Huntington has lately reminded us, in a 
thoughtful article, that “there is really no creature 
of that sort in creation,” for every man is a creature 
of society and environment, to say nothing of Divine 
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guidance, who might have been better had he learned 
of other and wiser teachers. The individual’s will, 
of course, should not be eelf-sufficient ; and Bishop 
Huntington is right in urging. it.to be wisely desirous 
of instruction and guidance. In. the “ self&made ” 
idea, however, there is much that is good and degir- 
able. We came alone into the world; alone we must 
leave it; in our inner selves no sogiety or help can 
take the place of self-reliance; we ourselves, by out- 
selves, heed or reject the Divine voice, and urider God 
shape or spoil our lives.. The greatest essayists and 
moralists of every age have emphasized or restated 
this fact, which every child begins to learn with his 
alphabet, and which the dying old man has no more 
than mastered as he exchanges worlds and leaves his 
worn-out body. In the right sense, a man, woman, 
or child ought to be, and must be, self-made, 

‘If the American is ignorant of this fact, he has 
learned his lessons amiss, or been blind to his oppor- 
tunities. It is the commonest Fourth-of-July boast 
that we have no “effete despotism,” no “ aristocracy 
of land-owners,” and in most places no “tyranny of 
capital.” In business, statecraft, war, theology, science, 
journalism, self-educated men are seen at every hand. 
The classic orator of Greece need not have been 
ashamed of President Lincoln’s second inaugural or 
Gettysburg address ; and the cause of Christ itself is 
greatly promoted by streng souls to whom Oxford or 
Berlin, or our nearer and smaller colleges, were alike 
impossible. In so far as our merchants, ministers, 
doctors, lawyers, teachers, and writers have truly and 
rightly developed themselves, they deserve all praise 
and imitation. 

But “ we stand between two eternities, the eternity 
of the past and the eternity of the future.” Thechild 
or man who puts some poor, transient success in money- 
getting, or fame’getting, or power-getting, before the 
true and high spiritual development of sons of God, 
may be committing slow suicide, and is sure to be 
destroying, or permitting to stagnate, that which was 
designed for ever-onward growth and progress. What 
is it to make one’s self? It is not to get dollars, 
clothes, houses, position, name, power ; not to gain the 
transient and lose the permanent. — It is to enrich and 
improve that eternal and priceless principle which we 
call the soul, which we cannot cast away; which we 
are and must be. It is to store up heavenly treasure 
amid earthly moth and ‘rust’ and thiéves. It is to 
scatter abroad good words and deeds, counting as 
dross that which is not real riches, but never resting 
content without more accumulation of soul-wealth and 
soul-strength. It is to be willing to lose, or never 
to have, money, dwellings, bank-accounts, celebrity, 
even friends and relatives, at the call of duty. It is 
to set the Christian gospel of high self-sacrifice for 
others’ sake at the fore-front of the line of our ambi- 
tion, and to cast far behind us the thought of self- 
aggrandizement in any other sense. It is to scatter 
here that we may hoard there; to have, in order that 
more may be given tous. “ What I gave, I have; 
what I had, I lost,” says the old gravestone inscrip- 
tion ; if we are self-made in the true sense, the present 
tense shall never be changed to the past. 

Jesus Christ, in his earthly work, was, and ever 
will be, the world’s model for self-making, By our 
struggles of thought and will and word and deed 
by real temptations and struggles, he showed to 
humanity what ideal it should strive to attain,. Self- 
development is the only true sort of self-making; and 
he showed what that development should become, 
in our work, play, waking, sleeping, giving, receiv- 
ing. Do we really believe in the doctrine of immor- 
tality which we profess? Shall we not, then, act as 
those who believe it? It is a great and helpful 
thought that we ought to “ fit ourselves for eternity ;” 
it is a greater and more helpful thought that we are 
in it now, and have our instant responsibilities of self- 
development for the everlasting result and in the ever- 
lasting plan. No struggle or getting is good which 
cannot bear the light of God’s revelation of his plan 
for humanity, and his idea of humanity’s progress, 
None can be bad which can endure that light here 











andnow. Every thought, word, or deed, is inevitably 
doing its work of life-making or life-marring,—of 
making or marring the life which the Maker of all 
designed for us. 

“Youth,” says Hawthorne, in “Septimius Felton,” 
“js sweet, with its fiery enterprise,.and I suppose 
mature manhood will be just as much so, though in a 
calthet way, and ge, quieter still, will have its own 
tmerits=—the thing issonly to do with life what we 
ought, and what is stited to each of {te stages; do all, 
enjoy all,—and I suppose these two rules amount to 
the same thing.” Powers outside ourselves, whether 
those powers be called destiny, environment, op- 
portunity, time, and circumstance, or God himself, 
profoundly affect us, and “the philosophy of the 
conditioned ” is that under which we must work. But 
it is equally true that “the thing is only to do with 
life what we ought, and what is suited to each of its 
stages.” Who is so weak or fettered that God cannot 
enable him, by man’s resolute will, to transmute “I 
ought” into “I do”? 

Character is the real self. We are here to make 
character. Our conscious effort should so develop 
our souls and very selves, that at length right living 
becomes an unconscious and natural thing, “The 
figure of Ohristian duty is an ellipse, of which God 
and man are the foci.” The All-powerful has not 
taken the power of self-making from sinful creatures 
made in his own image. In ourselves may be found 
the unpardonable sin which, after a world-wide strug- 
gle for selfish success, brings the Ethan Brand of 
Hawthorne’s tale home with a heart of literal stone, 
which rests unconsumed between his ribs after his 
suicide by fire. In ourselves are the two William 
Wilsons of Poe’s story,—the one the self of tempta- 
tion and the downward path, the other the self of 
conscience and the monitory guide; with us it rests 
to decide whether the evil self shall stab the good to 
the death, and so mar or kill life instead of making it, 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


How to select Sunday-school library books, is oné of | 
the questions which is continually pressing itself upon | 
Sunday-school workers. Each Sunday-school must decide 
for itself what sort of books are suited to its needs; but 
when the sort of books is decided on, the question is still 
an open one, What books of that sort are available for 
our Sunday-sehool; and where.are they to be found? A 
Methodist Sunday-school worker from New York State 
comes with these questions in this form: 

In your Notes on Open Letters can you give me any help? I 
am on the Library Committee [of our Sunday-school], with 
power to choose new books to be added to the shelves of our 
stock for scholars or teachers. I should have great confidence 
in books recommended in your inestimable paper, not admitting 
all you advertise certainly. I would like personally to exam- 
ine the books we buy. This, however, cannot be done without 
purchasing; but we want to “try before we buy,” consequently 
we have to take some reviewer’s approval. Can you suggest to 
me the best course to pursue in order to get the very best read- 
ing for our school ? 


Descriptive mention of books which are published for 
the Sunday-school library is being made from time to 
time in these pages. All the help that can be found in 
this way is thus available to readers of The Sunday 
School Times. In the issue for November 12, a sketch 
was given of a descriptive catalogue made up in patt from 
these notices, by Mr. William C, Jones, of North Adams, 


»| Massachusetts, who proffers his willingness to give infor- 


mation on the subject to those who seek it from him. 
Whoever appeals to him for information, should be careful 
to enclose to him a return postage stamp for his reply. 
One of the best aVailable descriptive lists of books for the 
Sunday-school library, is that of “Books Approved by 
the Connecticut Ladies’ Commission on Sunday-sehool 
Books.” <A copy of this list can be obtained by enclos- 
ing a two-cent stamp to Miss Susan T. Ciark, 799 Asylum 
Aveaue, Hartford, Connecticut, with the name and post- 
office address, including the state, of theapplicant. But 
whatever list is obtained as a help to selection, the respon- 
sibility of selecting must still rest on the local school 
authorities. 


So simple a matter as faith is but imperfectly com- 
ptehended by many who think that they are living 
a life of faith. Faith is, in their minds, confounded 
with confidence or with a confident expectation, in- 





stead of being recognized as a restful trust in a loving 
Saviour. There are those who have faith in prayer, who 
never pray in faith. They think that because they pray, 
certain results shall follow; whereas their prayer ought 
to be in that spiribof trust which leaves it'to the Bayiour 
to decide what shall be the response to their prayers. 
Lo ifsist that #o mych prayer brings 39 much anawer, is 
a blind coafidenge in prayer; and ot a trustfal faith in 
the One prayed to. Here it ix that so man aré coi- 
fused over the distinction between a trustful assurance 
that God is ready to work wonders for his loved ones 
whenever wonder-working is best for them, and a confi- 
dent assurance that,God is sure to work for his children 
just the kind of wonders that they unintelligently, or 
even presumingly, ask from him. An Illinois correspon- 
dent is troubled at this point, and thus he states his 
trouble : 


In your Notes on Open Letters you have several times been 
justly severe upon theso-called faith-healers, In your issue. of 
October 1, speaking of ‘An Angel Visit,’ you say, “ The editor 
could give a score of instances out of his own experience quite 
as remarkable as this, and he knows many others who could 
bear testimony to God’s readiness to work wonders in behalf of 
those who put their trust in him in aecordanee with his promises.” 
You are regarded by some of your readers in this vicinity as 
slightly inconsistent in denying that God is unwilling to stay the 
hand of disease when earnestly entreated, “in accordance with 
his promises,” and believing that he is willing to work such 
wonders as are narrated in your issue of August 27, under the 
title of “An Angel Visit.” I should be glad to have you tell 
us in your Notes on Open Letters how to meet your ¢rities. I 
cannot answer them to my own satisfaction. 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times has never 
meant to be understood as saying, or as intimating, “that 
God is unwilling to stay the hand of disease when ear- 
nestly entreated, in accordance with his promises.” On 
the contrary, he believes that God is just as ready to-day 
as eighteen hundred years ago to heal disease, to cast 
out demons, to raise the dead, whenever such wonder- 
working is for the truest welfare of his children, or for 
his cause as linked with the welfare of his children. He 
believes most firmly, also, that no medical skill, nor any 
medical treatment, has efficiency for the curing of dis- 
ease, save as God gives it efficiency; and that faith-filled 
prayer is an approved agency of God for securing the 
healing of the sick, when healing is the best of blessings 
for the sick. ‘So far there need be no hesitation on. the 
part of any Christian in trusting God to give health to 
the sick in answer to the prayer of faith, whenever 
health is better than sickness to the one prayed for. Bat 
it is not always true that it is better for a child of God 
to be in full health than to be sustained by grace in 
sickness; hence he who says “I must have health” 
shows, so-far, a lack of faith in God’s ordering; ‘and his 
prayer for health is not a prayer of faith; but-is a pre- 
sumptuous demand. He who has true faith will say for - 
himself or for his loved one in the hour of sickness, “If 
health be better than sickness for this sick one, then Jet 
the sick be healed; but if sickness be better, in this 
case, than health, give grace to the sick one to bear up 
under and to profit by this sickness.” A chief objection 
to the teachings of many of the “so-called faith-healers” 
is, that they pervert the plain teachings of Scripture, 
and then condemn those who do not accept their perver- 
sions of Scripture as the truth. The whole trend of the 
Bible teaching indicates the duty of the child of God 
to use all proper means for the securing of his daity 
bread, in spite of the consequences of sin in making it 
difficult to secure bread ; and these teachings are equally 
explicit in favor of his use of all proper medical skill 
and counsel in the battling of disease as a consequence 
of sin. He who refuses to use available means ‘for his 
recovery, or for the recovery of a dear one, in sickness, 
thereby shows a spirit of disobedience which is incom- 
patible with true faith, The passage of passages 
(James 5« 14, 15) which is pointed to by many of the 
“so-called faith-healers” as justifying them in demiand- 
ing of the sick to have faith for their own recovery 
without the use of other means than prayer, is generally 
misused by this rendering. That passage makes it the 
first duty of the elders of the church to use the ordinary 
medical treatment for the recovery of the sick, and ‘then 
to pray that this treatment be effective, The phrase 
“ anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord,’” is 
more literally, “having rubbed him [or smeared him] 
with oil in the name of the Lord.” To speak of oiling 
asick person, inthe East, is much like speaking, here inthe 
West, of giving a person medicine, or of treating a persén 
medically. The Greek word translated “anointed” in 
this passage is not the word employed for the ceremonial 
religious anointing which is often mentioned im the 
Bible. Moreover, the faith which is tobe effective in 





prayer for the recovery of the sick, is the faith of the 
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visiting elders, and not of the helpless sick person. 
Hence, when a religious teacher attempts to teach from 
this passage that it is the faith of the sick person which 
is to be the means of restoration to health, and that ordi- 
nary medical means are not to be employed for that 
recovery, that teacher perverts the plain teachings of 
the Bible text, and whatever faith he has is not accord- 
ing.to knowledge. It is such perversions of Scripture as 
this that the Editor of The Sunday School Times takes 
frequent occasion to protest against. 








COAL-FIRE. 
BY GRACE H. DUFFIELD. 


I sat on the hearth-rug dreaming 
In an idle sort of a way, 

And my mind was with fancies teeming, 
That were oftener sad than gay. 


_ But my thoughts strayed off to the fire, 
And the curl of the winding flame, 
That darted now high, now higher, 
Like an aspirant after fame. 


And it seemed, as I sat and listened, 
That I heard a wondrous tune 

From the coals, where glowed and glistened 
The heart of a long-dead June. 


And I fancied I heard the singing 
Of the wind in the trees of pine; 
From its old-time life it was bringing 

Remembrances into mine. 


Then learn, O my soul! the story 
From the gleaming fire to-day, 

For the song of a golden glory 
Arises from long decay. 


And the song whose meaning I’m guessing, 
Over and over again, 

Is the gratitude for the blessing 
Of a life which was wrought by pain. 





THREE THORN CROPS. 
BY PROFESSOR L. T. TOWNSEND, D.D. 


The parable of the sower, perhaps more forcibly than 
any other, affords evidence of the clearness of our Lord’s 
insight into the mysteries of the human heart. Indeed, 
its mysteries to him, in the light of this parable, seem 
not to have been mysteries at all, but to have been as 
matters well understood. 

Marvelously apt, too, is the figure he employed,—that 
of seed sown in a field where were thorns whose tops 
had been cut off, but whose roots were left in the ground. 
There were two crops at the same time in the same field, 
—wheat and thorns; and that is not good husbandry. 
Such husbandry is very bad for the wheat, since the 
thorns have much the advantage, being already deeply 
rooted. The general lesson in this part of the parable 
is that the thorns which are represented by “the cares of 
this world,” “the pleasures of life,” and “the deceitful- 
ness of riches,” will have, “in times of temptation ” (Luke 
8: 18), a vigorous growth in the human heart, unless the 
preliminaries of one’s religious life have been thorough ; 
that is, unless the thorns have been rooted out as well 
as cut off. 2 

No one will question the forcefulness of this statement 
as to the cares of life. A multitude of well-to-do people 
in our churches are in a sort of business craze, with 
scarcely any respite. Even on the Lord’s Day, and in the 
church, their thoughts wander. By intonation, by illus- 
tration, or by some other elocutionary or rhetorical device, 
the preacher seeks, but often to no purpose, to fix and hold 
the attention; and even if he succeeds in making impres- 
sions, often they do not last,—they are choked as with 
fingers of steel by the cares that come with the week-day 
business pressure. Nor is there occasion for wonder at 
these results, especially when religion is not well rooted, 
and when the thorns, at conversion, are not well up- 
rooted, 

Not only in case of those who are well to do is the 
religious life imperiled, but it is much the same in the case 
of the poor. When life becomes a struggle to keep 
nakedness and hunger from the door, and when it is no 
easy matter to keep soul and body together, then it is 
easy, very easy, for thorns to grow and wheat to die. 

We have read somewhere an incident that forcibly 
illustrates the dangers and almost deadly influences of 
extreme poverty upon one whose religious faith is not 
supreme. “ Alone, in the garret of a dilapidated house, 
within a wretchgd room, stretched upon a pallet of straw, 
covered only by some scanty and filthy rags, with no fire 
in the empty chimney, and the winter wind blowing in 
cold and fitful gusts through the broken and battered 





window, an old woman lay, feeble, wasted, and gray. 
She had passed the eleventh hour, and the hand was 
creeping slowly on to the twelfth. Seeing this, the 
preacher who had called to fix her thoughts upon Christ 
spoke to her of her soul. He told her of the Saviour’s 
life and work, urging her meanwhile to prepare for that 
other world upon whose awful borders her spirit was then 
hovering. She looked up, stared wildly, raised herself 
with difficulty on her elbow, and then, with chattering 
teeth and a ravenous look, muttered, ‘I am cold and 
hungry.’ Promising her help, the preacher still continued 
to warn her that there was something worse than cold and 
hunger. Whereupon, stretching out her naked and skinny 
arm, and fixing her fierce eyes upon the preacher’s face, 
she exclaimed: ‘O my God! I am starving. If you 
were half as cold and hungry as I am, you couldn’t think 
of anything else!’ ”’ 

What chance was there for poorly rooted wheat to 
grow on that soil? 

The second crop of thorns in the parable springs from 
the deceitfulness of riches. Extreme poverty is not best; 
and great wealth, at least for most people, is not best. 
Not the frigid zone on the one hand, nor the torrid on 
the other, but the temperate zone, is best adapted to 
development and thrift. The wheat-growing latitudes 
mark the belt of civilization around the world. They lie 
between thirty degrees south and fifty degrees north. 
Farther north, people wizen; farther south, they are 
enervated. A religious man comes into possession of 
wealth, or he is engaged in a profitable business of some 
kind. As his business increases, and becomes more and 
more lucrative, it will be found that he neglects first one 
religious duty, then another. Soon nothing is seen of 
his active piety. He becomes less and less interested in 
things religious. He studies less and less to please God, 
more and more to please himself. He multiplies excuses 
to cover his defects and neglects. The blade of grain is 
sickly, then very sickly, then it dies, He may talk as 


| before to keep up appearances, but the life and power of 


his religion have gone from his words. Their ring is 
metallic, not lofty and spiritual. He is conscious that 
something is wrong. His criticisms upon others are 
harsh, The real trouble is not with others, but with the 
crop of thorns in his own heart. The wheat is choked, 
and the religious sensations are unpleasant, at times 
painful. Doubtless there are many joyless church-mem- 
bers who, had they not been palsied with affluence or 
overwhelmed with business success, might now be active, 
joyous, and resolute in the Christian life. 

May it not be on account of this possible, even prob- 
able, peril, that.only a few Christians are entrusted with 
great wealth? Were itasafe thing, doubtless God would 
make all his children rich. This easily he could do. 
But he knows that wealth, the deceits of wealth, would 
despoil the active piety of most of his children. God 
cares more for the religious life of men than for their 
business property and earthly accumulatigns. The 
Christian who is not succeeding to his mind, who has 
met with disappointments, embarrassments, and losses, 
makes a great mistake, therefore, if he thinks God has 
had nothing to do with these personal affairs. These 
checks and chastisements have saved the field of wheat 
from ruin. 

The third crop of thorns fatal to a religious life grows 
out of the pleasures of this world. It is a large and 
vigorous crop. Amid a busy round of happinesses, such 
as parties of pleasure, gay amusements, the social glass, 
the evening’s indiscretions, no time is left for religious 
thought and improvement; and this is especially true of 
those who are seemingly in the most favorable circum- 
stances for religious thrift. 

With the simple statement of these facts found every- 
where, we might almost as well lay down the pen; for, 
of course, no one is able to convince those whose furnace 
of pleasure is in full blast, that such a life is one full of 
perils and mischiefs, But it is. We shall be believed 
some day, not now. An almost endless amount of testi- 
mony from those who have gone the entire round of this 
world’s pleasures could be presented, showing how little 
satisfaction in the outcome, and how much distress, is 
occasioned by this kind of a crop of thorns. But no 
pleasure-seeker will listen. None, did wesay? Perhaps 
these words will catch the eye of some one who is begin- 
ning to feel as all, sooner or later, will feel, that a life of 
mere worldly pleasure is an aimless and empty life, and 
that it is at war with one’s religious growth and enjoy- 
ment. Perhaps in that heart there are aspirations for 
something lofty and ennobling, and desires to have in 
harvest-time a field of wheat, instead of a waste of thorns. 
If this surmise is correct, then we would give this encour- 
agement, that the good Husbandman is looking for that 
heart. He desires to pluck up all thorns by their roots, 





and to plant there seed whose fruit and harvest shall be 
pleasures forevermore. 
Boston University. 





THE TARES INDEBTED TO THE WHEAT. 
BY CHANCELLOR JOHN HALL, D.D., LL.D. 


There is one point. suggested, if not directly taught, 
by the parable now being studied, which teachers would 
do well to emphasize. The tares are not bad doc- 
trines, but bad people; and they are allowed to remain 
because of their nearness to the good. Possibly they 
dislike and despise the good; but, for all that, it is be- 
cause the good are there that they are borne with. The 
roots of the tares and of the wheat were so intertwined 
that the plucking up of the one would have been injuri- 
ous to the other. So the tares are let alone till the 
harvest, j 

Here is a careless man, but wedded to a godly woman. 
His removal, his being summoned to judgment, would 
be a blow to her. Here are children learning to fear 
God, but the parents who are to care for and give them 
a start.in life arenot Christian. Here is a strong money- 
making merchant, who despises religion, deems it, per- 
haps, a superstition for women and children. Some 
religious membefs of his family will survive him, and 
have talents through his secular success with which to 
glorify God. The wealth of such sinners,-which they are 
spared to make, is sometimes laid up for the just,. Had 
there been a dozen righteous in Sodom, the people of 
Sodom would have been spared, and probably not bated 
one whit their contempt for the righteous. But there 
were not—there was not wheat enough to make it worth 
while (we speak after men’s ways) to tolerate the tare 
for its sake. So the wheat was taken out, and the tares 
were destroyed. 

Here, then, is one among several reasons for God’s 
endurance of evil men, It is not that the “enemy” is 
stronger than he, It is not that evil is in the ascendant 
against him. In conscious almighty power, in consid- 
erate regard for the children of his love, in clear view of 
the time when his angels will make a final separation, 
and his government will be cleared of all suspicion, he 
lets the wicked alone, because of their closeness to the 
righteous. 

University of the City of New York. 





UNCONSCIOUS HELPFULNESS. 
BY J. R. MILLER, D.D. 


Besides the things that come into a life’s definite plans, 
there are countless opportunities all along the way for 
doing little acts of personal kindness and helpfulness 
which are of untold value. For illustration, here is'a 
physician. The gréat work of his life is that which 
belongs to his profession. But his helpfulness to human- 
ity, his usefulness in the world, is not confined to his pro- 
fessional acts, when he is relieving pain and curing dis- 
ease. He is a man as well as a physician, and has kindly 
sympathies and gentle humanities, which give him large 
personal influence over those with whom he mingles. 
He is a Christian man, and has the spirit of his Master, 
who came “not to be ministered unto, but to minister.’ 
Thus through all his days, wherever he moves on his 
professional rounds, he scatters cheer and brightness and 
helpful impulses. His kind words and his little unselfish 
acts do quite as much good in many a sick-room as his 
medicines. He does not set these amenities down as any 
part of the duties of his profession, nor does he enter 
them on his book or put them into his bill. He does not 
count them up in his summary of the day’s doings. Yet 
it may be that this unpurposed ministry may be the real 
glory of his day’s work, as the beneficent results are 
gathered up. It may be that, in heaven’s sight, the 
ministry that counts for most is not the professional, but 
the human; not the physician’s, but the man’s. 

Or take a Christian merchant. He spends the whole 
long day in the excitement of business. He makes some 
important transactions. The evening shows a good busi- 
ness statement. He is quite well satisfied as he wends 
his way homeward. But he is thinking only of his com- 
mercial and business acts as the achievements of the day. 
Yet this prosperous merchant is a man, and as a man he 
has qualities and elements that give him influence over 
his fellow-men. He spenta brief time with his family in 
the morning, and by his genial manner and his loving 
words left a little brightness in each heart. He is a 
Christian man, and in the morning he bowed down be- 
fore God with his wife and children, and invoked the 
Divine blessing upon them. Then he moved all day 
among his employees quiet, gentie, kindly, with a cheer- 
ing word here and an approving look there. 

He meets many people during the day, in business 
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relations or only transiently in passing. Here is a man 
who has just had a financial misfortune; the merchant 
has a word of strong sympathy as he meets him, and the 
poor man lifts up his head, and is ready to try the battle 
over dgdih. Hereis a neighbot who has passed through 
a sore démesti¢ affliction ; thé Christian merchant meets 
hith in hid store in the afternoon, ahd turns asidé to 
speak in his ear a few précious words of comfort as he 
holds the trembling hand arid looks into the shadowed 
face. It is but the act of & few moments, but the sad 
man goes out with more hope in bis heart aittd more blue 
sky in his visidh than he has had since he laid his dead 
away in the gravé. Durifg the day the merchant hears 
that ore of his clerks is sick, dnd on his way home he 
ealls tb see him; and in the little room where the young 
man lies he sits, and speaks a few helpful words, and then 
prays; and the memory of the visit lingers like a sweet 
perfume long aftet he is gona 

Thé whole day is literally filled with stich mitistries, 

Moat of these have not edused & niometit’s intérruption 
iti busirieds, They have beet wrotight on the witig, as it 
wéré; 6 the bird’s song drops froin its throat as it fliés. 
Not one of them does the merchant foot up in the day’s 
stateinent; he pits only money tfansactiotis there. Yet 
ii the retords of life, as God’s tevording atigel writes 
thetti, these afe the very thitigs that cotifit. They do not 
G0in into dollars arid befits, not do they build into houses 
or other forms of ptoperty; biit they touch human lives, 
aiid add t6 thé stock of hutan happiness; and they 
féach up inside the veil, dnd write tecotds on imperish- 
Ablé sttolls, atid pile themselves aAWiay among tréns- 
tirésldid tip in Heaveti for the good niefcliant’s eternal 
reward, 
» Here is a busy mother. Hér work is never done. Frott 
early morning until late at night she is hastenitig frotti 
duty to duty. A thousdid prosiit tasks fill her hands. 
There are meals to prepate, garments to hake, rents to 
métd, holes to datn, roottis to sweep and keep in order, 
and all the countless services that belong to the faithful 
head of the ordinary household. But is this all that a 
trib, lovitig motlep is for? Is this all sie does? No; 
funning all thapugh the long day, back ‘of the toilsome 
tisks, woven in amotig the thousaid cdititon little ditties, is 
a sweet ministry of love that leaves a benediction every- 
where. It is the mother-life breathing and pulsitig in 
all the housewifely routine. Everybody knows that 
even the best housekeeping is not a hundredth part of 
mothering. Housekeeping is but the prose; the poetry 
is the gentle heart-life that flows everywhere, with its 
holy warmth and affection and tender cherishing. 

At the close of the day, when the tasks are all done, 
and the children are all tueked away for the night, and 
the tired woman seeks her own pillow, what has been the 
real work of the long, busy hours? Cooking, sweeping; 
dusting, sewing, mending, darning, marketing, shopping; 
—do these represent thé mother’s day? No; her real 
work has been the outflowing of her love, in chpestalnens, 
patience, gentleness, thoughtfulness, and kindly ministry 
toward the household lives. This service has never inter- 
mitted. In her busiest moments she had a sweet word 
for the little one that trudged after her and held on to 
her skirts. When she was most weary, she was not too 
weary to soothe the crying baby. She never forgot to be 
cheerful. The fragrance of her life filled all her home 
all day long, and ever poured out to bless others. For in 
_ the afternoon she found time to run in to see her sick 
neighbor, and carry her a dainty bit of food, and then sat 
and talked cheerfully with her for half an hour. The 
work of that long day which counts for most in lasting 
results, is the work the mother would overlook altogether 
if she had time to keep a diary, and would write down a 
list of the things she had done. 

So it is in every true and good life. There are two 
records, There is one record of the things that touch 
material interests, that leave their mark on tangible things. 
This is what the world sees, and it is by this that worldly 
success is measured. It is not to be underrated nor 
despised. We are yet on the earth, and must have to do 
with earthly things, The fact of the superiority of the 
moral and spiritual over the material does not excuse us 
frem diligence and fidelity in duties that have to do with 
the material. 

The other record is not written on matter. It is the 
ministry of the unseen in us, which touches the unseen 
about us. It is the service of life for life, heart for heart, 
spirit upon spirit. It fills all the interstices of the days. 
It goes on perpetually. It makes impressions that shall 
never be erased. 

To make this unconscious ministry holiest and most 
effective, we must seek to be good and pure. Goddness 
is infinitely better than cold greatness. The more we are 


Christ, the more intense, beneficent, hopeful, and ehduring 
will be this wayside service of our lives. 





A PRINCE'S THRONE AND CROWN, 
BY VikGINtA #. HARRISON. 


O sinner! since around the form 
Of Christ the crucified 
Was wrapped the purple robe of scort, 
Cast off thy garb of pride 
And bend thy hatighly head, ds oh 
Whi for transgteasion tiourhs; 
Retiiembét that the Savisut wore 
No ¢rowh but that of thorns. 


And wherefore strive for pomp and power, 
That dream-like fade away ? 

Though Prince of heaven and eaftli, the Lotd 
Désfiised its vail display } 

For far away on Calvary 
His only throne we see— 

O sinner! ’tis the shameful cross 
On which he died for thee, 





WAKAN. 
BY HELEN H, STRONG THOMPSON. 


Pathetic is the sentiment found in the Dakota's 
Wakan. Although idolaters and worshipers of absurd 
and tiotistrous gods of theif own futiciful creation, yet 
these ure only forms, embodying individual ideas of a 
mystetious Presence, pervadirig all life; 

No word is sufficient to itidivaté the etitiré significative 
of “wakan;” fof it includes all that is invisiblé; super- 
natural, atid mysterious if power, whether active or 
passive. Life itself is wakati; and so the nameless some- 
thing seen in floating cloud or driving wind and tempest; 
geritle zephyr swaying the praifie grass and rippling the 
flowing water, in sticks atid stoties as well a8 mighty 
boulder, all are wakan,—takod wakan, petvaded with 
the supéfnatural and veiled with mystery, filling the 
savage breast with awe and fear. 

Is the Indiat pfessed with si¢kness arid tortiired with 
pains, which he must endure for years; while his com- 
rade is seized With strong cofivulsions and dies in an 
hour, ot yet another fades away with painless disease? 
He vties out in wonder and fear, “ Wakati!” ot, in sullen 
hopelesstiéss, offers costly sacrific’ to his favorite god. 

In the ehase, he sees the game which shutiied him 
yesterday with. the wisdom of a huinan being, to-day 
without apparent institict of danger, and no cliance of 
escape. Then he lays his hand upon his mouth, and 
cries “ Wakan.” 

One long conversant With the red han as tdacher and 
inissionary thus feelingly describes the method of this 

sentiment : ’ 

“The Indian feels that he is in a world of mysteries, 
and is opptessed with 4 consciousness that while all 
around him is beyond his control, and he comprehends 
nothing, he is constantly exposed to all evil. The very 
earth on which he treads teems with life invomprehensi-« 
ble. It is wakan, and excites by turns his superstitious 
hopes and fears, thrilling with such a joy a8 a savage 
can feel, or chilling him with tormenting: anxiety and 
dread. The forests, the streams, the lakes, the: spritigs, 
the hills, the valés, are to hiin full of awful mystery. He 
looks up to the sth, the moon, and the stars, and sees so 
matiy gods or goddesses gazing down upoh lim in silent 
dreadfulness. A thousdind questions Concerning these 
things arise in his mind; but he hears no response, éxcept 
that a dreadful thrill runs through him, and with his 
hand on his mouth he involuntarily exelaims, ‘ Wakan | 
A-tay, on-she-ma-da!’ (‘Mystery ! Father, have mercy 
upon me!’) He extends his propitiatory pipe in every 
direction, and, lifting up his.voice, cha+ke-yas (prays).” 

From the préminence given to this dll-pervading 
Presehcé has afiseti the populat notion, amdng white 
men, of the Great Spirit as the one God of the Indian, 
by which he binds himself in solemn oath, sealed in the 
curling smoke of sdered calumet This is but a far- 
fetched fancy, by no rheans true of this idolatrous people. 

In dges past thé Dakotas have assembled with other 
warlike tribes at tlie sacred quarry Of the famed pipe- 
sténe rocks;! which is the foulit of tle red pipe, or 
“calumet” of hi&tofy, to listen to the Voice of Wuakai, 


god, If you ask why, says the laniented Mr. Riggs, 
“they will tell you because he is the hardest,~an 


duration.” 


hand of the stdéne-god, broke dpen the sacfed quarry, 








filled with the loving, pervasive, transforming spirit of 





1 Situate in soli-western Minhesota, near the Dakota line, 


through Toon-kan, the stone-god. This is their oldest 


Indian’s reason, somehow connecting endurance with 


Here, on the grand Coteau des Prairies, Wakan, by thé 


and, after fashioning a pipe from the soft red stone, ad- 
Genoa the assembled nations, commanding them to 
bathe off their war-paint in the stream, and taaght them 
the arts of peace; after which he took up his abode on a 
commanding pitinacle of rock, bearing striking resem- 
blance to a humah face. However warlike the tribes, 
here have they met for centuries, year by year, in ami- 
cable conclave, to offer oblations, smoke the calumet, an 

leave their hieroglyphies on the stones of the valley, 
while they dug the coveted stone for both pipe and hatchet. 


“Say, hast thou séén the caliimet of pink and purple bright, 
A pipe-bow] in the council, a hatchet in the fight?” 


Many and strange are the legends given us of the blood- 
red stone. With his hand upén thé méuth, the Indian 
will say it is wakan (mystery), while he repeats one of 
the many tales. One of the simplest and most popular 
is that Too#i-kai looked dowh after & téftiblé battle at 
this point to find iid otie left, aftef the fray, besides a 
maiden and @ War-eag!e, but a cliff of rocky wairiors: In 
wrath the stons-¢od swore that these rocks should never 
again echo with the Wat-whvop dr féél the shock of 
battle, but hostile tribes should meet hefé ih friendship 
evermore; in Witness of which the maitlen and war- 
eagle should sacrifieé & fhilk-white bison (buffalo) upon 
the altar of Shiiing jasper, the flamés being lit from the 
stone-god’s pipe. Whilé sweét iticensé as¢ended from 
the altar, the blood from the sactifice left its crimson 
stains upon the rocks foréver. 

The heatheh Dakota gods are itititinetable; each one 
worshiped by some and despiséd by others, according to 
individual desire, but all ad fepresdututivés df Wakan. 
Among these we have mbAoHed the stoh&-goll Toon-kan. 
There is also the god of the waters, Oon-kthy-he, the 
most powerful of gods, the very name representing 
superior Vital énetgy. Thése gods—for they are plural 
in number—can reach, by meatis of tlitir Horns and tails, 
up to the very heavetis. 

The thunder-god, Wa-ke-yan, has the form of an im- 
mense bird, but id hiddén by thick clouds, except when 
lightnings flash from its eyebrows zigzag to the earth. 
Its voice is very terrible. Far off, near the setting sun, 
is the palice of this family of gots, opening nidtth, south, 
east, and west. At each entrance is a sentinel,—a rein- 
deer at the north, a beaver at the south, a butterfly at 
the east, and a bear at the west. These wakan watehers 
are clad in scarlet down of wondrous beauty. The 
Wa-ke-yan gods are very bloodthirsty and cruel. Between 
them and the Oon-ktay-he is lasting enmity. 

Besides these is the anti-natural god, Ha-yé-ka, who 
is supposed to do things exactly opposite to nature : as in 
summer’s heat to shiver with cold, and in winter's cold 
to perspire; to indicate happiness by sighs and tears, and 
misery by laughter... It is said that when the mercury is 
lowest, these gods will climb some eminence and pile 
brush to protect them from the sun, sit naked, and fan 
themselves, because sweltering with heat. So in torrid 
days of summer, they sit by enormous fires, clothed with 
heavy robes, and shaking as if with ague. These gods 
assume human shape, armed with bow and arrow, carry- 
ing a drum, and for drumstick hold a small thunder-god 
by the tail. “ This,” said Mr. Riggs, “ would seem an 
unfortunate position fora god to be in; but it must bé 
remembered that it is wakan, and, the more absurd it is, 
the more wakan.” 

Among many others, the moving- -god is noticeable, 
nained Ta-koo-shkan- shkan, This god is pleased to see 
men in trouble, and because of his capriciousness it is 
impossible to retain his favor. He robs men of their 
wisdom, foresight, and sanity, often giving these facul- 
ties to the beasts instead. The sun is also worshiped, as 
the dreadful sun-dance indicates, and the moon as ‘its 
reflection. 

There is a tutelar divinity for. the young man, called 
the armor-god, dwelling in the consecrated armor given 
him, after he has proved his manhood in most cruel self- 
immolating rites. This god is Supposed to have the 
cdntrol of his destiny. There are also household gods 
as images, of which little mention is made, One such 
pig been described by a missionary among thé Dakotas 

s "jn the form of a little man, erjclosed in a eylindteal 
Spite’ casé, and enveloped in sacred swan’s down.* 

The warship of the heathen Dakota is sacrificial, mon- 
strous, filthy, and cruel. It is a worship of the powers 
of darkness, of the devil and his angels, In it is found 
the sorcerer and juggler’s art, the wizard and unclean 
spirit; riotous feasting, the franti¢ dance, ee 
hand and arm into boiling caldron, devouring raw 
entrails, and scales, in religious rite; torture of knife, 
setan, abd torn flesh, as religious ceremony, self-inflicted; 
ssdethoés to pfopitiate demons instead of a god,—all in 
terror of Takoo-Wakan the mystery, the mystery from 





Which they vainly fee. To forsake these demous may 
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plunge them into interminable woes and ruin, Who 
ean tell? So 


“ Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire, burn, and caldron, bubble. 
Fillet of a fenny snake 
In the caldron boil and bake; 

Eye of newt and toe of frog, 

Wool of bat and tongue of dog, 
Adder’s fork and blind-worm’s sting, 
Lizard’s leg and owlet’s wing, 

For a charm of powerful trouble, 
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble.” 


Such is a glimpse of heathenism in our own land,—of 
what has been, and is to be, overcome by the missionary 
and teacher. It is well said that “the Indian must be 
savage as long as he is pagan.” Blessed and wonderful 
is the fruit of these toilers in far western wilds! After 
seed sown in weeping and longed for unto death, the 
children garner what the fathers have sown. No mission 
ground in the world shows more striking results than are 
seen among the Dakotas. 





“ANGELS CAN DO NO MORE.” 


BY MARY C. WARREN. 


On the opening day of the fall term of one of our 
Eastern colleges, a group of students was standing about 
the bulletin-board, discussing the arrangement of the 
work, and talking merrily of the vacation just closed, 
when one of the professors was seen approaching; and 
a young lady, noticing him, left the group, and advanced 
to meet him. The two had a brief conversation before 
nearing the others; but when they reached the vicinity 
of those who were still lingering in the place, the young 
lady was heard to be arranging for an examination which 
she had been obliged to miss at the close of the previous 
term. She had not been able to prepare for it thor- 
oughly, and expressed her fears that the result might not 
be all that was to be desired, closing with the remark, 
“But I'll do the best I can.” The professor, who was 
one of the kind-hearted souls to whom those in trouble 
or difficulty are always objects of sympathy and help, 
with an encouraging glance replied, “Angels can do no 
more.” The words not only accomplished their object, 
but remained with those who were standing by, and many 
a time have been a comfort and help in time of need. 

Often the prospect seems dark and threatening, and 
one looks forward with fear and trembling. The work 
seems more than his strength can compass, and he feels 
quite unequal to the task; or great responsibility may be 
laid upon him which he thinks he cannot begr; or, 
again, such suffering may be his share in life that he 
shrinks from it, and fears his endurance and patience 
will be insufficient for the burden. But in each case this 
short sentence will give comfort. If one does his little 
best, he knows that, whatever the future shall bring, 
“angels can do no more.” 

Or it may be that the past is the cause of discourage- 
ment. One has done his best, and yet there is nothing 
to show it. All his strength has been freely given to the 
work or endurance which has been his lot; and no one, 
not even himself, seems the better for his effort. The 
undertaking has failed through no fault of his; but it 
has failed, so far as he can see, and the bitterness of de- 
feat is his. Then comes again this thought, with its little 
drop of comfort, had an angel been in his place, he could 
have done no more. 

God has given each one as much ability as he saw fit, 
and the work allotted to each is in proportion to his 
God-given power. His responsibility extends only so 
far as this ability, and ends there. If, then, he does his 
best, and uses all his powers, God is satisfied, and neither 
asks nor requires more, Whether the result of his labor 
and effort is what one desires, whether the good he works 
for so earnestly and awaits so eagerly is accomplished 
or not, is not his concern; his business is to act up to the 
farthest limit of his powers, and leave the rest to God. 

An angel, with his greater powers, can, of course, effect 
more than a man; but when each is measured by that 
which is possible to him, the angel has done no more, in 
comparison with his standard, than the man in compari- 
son with his. Each has done his best, and is rated 
according to that, not according to the standard of some 
being of greater or less ability than himself. The thought 
is a very encouraging one when we poor mortals think of 
the perfectness of God, and compare ourselves with him: 
The perfection required of us is not thf which is natu- 
ral to God; for that would be demanding that finite 
beings should Wecome like an infinite one; but the per- 
fect model and ideal for us God has given in his Son, 
who was a man “in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without'sin;” and he does ask us to imitate him ag 





closely as we can, This is doing our best, and if we do 
it, neither angels nor any higher beings can do more. 





PERVERSION OF THE SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY. 


BY G. M. HAMMELL. 


Professor Marcus D. Buell, of Boston, has stated that 
Neapolitan scolds and passionate lovers, quick to finish 
a quarrel by a dagger-thrust, attribute the violence of 
their temper to the disturbances of neighboring Vesuvius. 

There is, no doubt, a very real and essential relation 
between man and environing nature,—a relation which, 
in some sense, is determinate of mood and manner; but 
it is surely an aggravation of one’s guilt to ascribe final 
moral responsibility to an inevitable propulsion of stellar 
conjunctions, volcanic eruptions, drought, deluge, or an 
excess or deficiency of oxygen or electricity in the 
atmosphere. 

It was bad enough for Adam to say, “The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree;” it is worse for his sons and daughters to say, 
The nature which thou gavest to be with us, overcomes 
us. The conjunction of planets causes us to steal. A 
voleanic eruption makes us murderers. Drought drives 
us to divorce. Too much oxygen, fires our blood, and 
impels us to carnivals of crime. Electricity breeds 
immorality.” , 

And yet the “worse” has come to pass. ‘There are 
men and women in all social classes who, either in word 
or thought, charge their defections of conduct, be they 
great or little, to the existent disorders of their environ- 
ment; who excuse themselves to themselves on the 
ground of their super-sensitiveness to malign natural 
influences, and strut along paths of wrong-doing with the 
feeling that they have a good defense against the threat- 
ened penalties of the moral law. They expect to enter 
a plea of irresponsible subjection to laws of heredity and 
environment; and so use as a shield in evil what was 
intended as an element of good. 

This, however, is only an expression, first, of what is 
inherent and essential to man, as a moral agent,—moral 
responsibility ; and, second, asymptom of that moral per- 
version which makes necessary a system of rectifying 
conscience, character, and conduct. 

The fact that the shrill-voiced shrews and jealous lovers 
of Naples ascribe their murderous impulse to the Vesuvian 
fires near by, proves that elemental in their moral make- 
up is the dominant sense of accountableness; and also 
that their moral being is so degraded, that, instead of 
reforming themselves according to the ideal of Christianity, 
they only endeavor to shift the onus of their responsi- 
bility to their environment. 

The sense of accountableness is right, and therefore 
an evidence of divine origin and relation. The desire 
to evade responsibility is wrong, and therefore evidence 
of devilish interposition and debasement of the moral life. 

God has sowed good seed in thesoul-field. The enemy 
has come and sowed tares. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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THE WOOL ON THE THORN. 
BY MARY BRADLEY. 


The sun is sinking in the west, 

When Jack and I sit down to rest 

Upon the hillside rough and brown, 

And watch the sheep come hurrying down. 


All day upon the upper height 

They browse the herbage; and at night, 
When mountain-tops grow bleak and cold, 
The herd-boy, drives them to the fold. 


But Jack observes with quick regret 
How briers the narrow path beset, 
And how by each unfriendly thorn 
Some little wisp of wool is torn. 


“Why don’t they cut the brambles down?” 
He asks me with a childish frown. 
“To-morrow, father, if I may, 

T’ll come and hew them all away.” 


“My little axe I’ll bring with me, 

And you shall come and help,” says he. 
“Now, won’t you?” And, to please his whim, 
“T surely will,” I answered him. 

So with the early day we rise, 

Before the sun lights up the skies, 

While yet the birds upon the wing 

Their morning songs are caroling, 


And as we reach the rocky steep 
Up which the herd-boy drives his sheep, 





We see the lovely color spread 
Till like a rose the east is red. 


And all against the rosy glow 

A hundred wings flit to and fro, 

While darting beak and busy claw 
Their plunder from the brambles draw. 


“O father, see!” with sparkling eyes 
The little man beside me cries ; 
“Those birds are carrying away 

The wool the sheep lost yesterday !” 


“ What then?” I answer with a smile. 
“Why, then, it isn’t worth our while 
To cut the bushes down,” says Jack, 

* And so we might as well go back.” 
No need for me to speak again, 

Or try to make the lesson plain; 

From bird and brier, sheep and thorn, 
A truth was learned that summer mora. 


The boy, grown older‘and more wise, 
Seeks now the hidden good that lies 
In seeming evil, understands 


How both are potent in God’s hands; 


And tempted, sometimes, to ery out 
At things misunderstood, or doubt 
His loving care, remembers still 
That rosy morning on the hill. 





“THE WEED.” 
BY JUNIATA STAFFORD, 


Now that our attention is directed to our Saviour’s 
parable of The Tares, it seems to be an appropriate time 
to learn something about weeds in general and about one 
weed in particular. 

First of all, let us turn to Webster’s Dictionary, in 
order to see exactly what a weed is. We find: “Any 
plant that is useless or troublesome.” Also: “Whatever 
is unprofitable or troublesome.” 

This puts weeds under two heads: “ Useless” and “ un- 
profitable,” and both “ troublesome.” . 

What do weeds do? Ask the farmer as he stands out 
in his field on a hot summer’s day. Ask your mother as 
she bends over her little garden every time she has a few 
moments to spare. Look along the country roadsides 
that are left to take care of themselves, 

Weeds grow strong and quickly ; and the worst thing 
they do is to kill or injure the weaker, better things that 
grow near them. Corn and wheat, potatoes, cabbage, 
and all other good table vegetables, as well as all our 
flowering garden plants, die, or amount to almost nothing, 


-if the weeds that spring up with them are allowed to 


grow undisturbed. 

Some weeds have been found useful for a few things. 
That is well; but, if left to grow undisturbed, they are 
still troublesome, 

Cultivation, improvement by tillage, has done a 
good deal for some weeds. The potato used to be called 
a weed, but we do not call it so now, because, by much 
care and attention, it has become useful, profitable, and 
far from troublesome to man. 

I think the tomato was once called a weed also. You 
can see why it is no longer. Perhups some of you can 
remember, or find out, about other plants that have lost 
the odious title. 

But there is one weed that has been cultivated for 
years in many parts of the world, and it ought still to be 
regarded as nothing but a weed. Looking a little farther 
along in my dictionary, I find, standing all alone, as a 
definition, “ tobacco.” . 

Listening carefully, as I move about the world, I hear 
it called “the weed.” You always know what is meant 
when any one says “ the weed.” 

Is it useful? Some people would say so; but the 
civilized world got on very well without it before America 
was discovered. 

Is it profitable? That depends upon what you mean 
by profitable. If money is your one profit, it is. 

My dictionary helps me again: “Profit is benefit, 
service, improvement.” Tobacco gives none of these. 
It is in every sense a weed. Nothing else will grow well 
where it grows. It very speedily makes the soil poor by 
exhausting its fertility. No amount of cultivation will, 
therefore, prevent its harming other growing things; and 
the growing things that it harms the most are human 
beings. Itstunts growth, both of body and mind; it puts 
tosleep nerves that should be wide awake,—little feeders 
all over our bodies that should be taking up nourishment 
and making the body grow strong and large. It puts to 
sleep little tendrils of the brain and mind that should be 
reaching out to lay hold of good support. 

Is tobacco not, then, a weed? Is it not useless and 
troublesome and unprofitable? Is it not very harmful? 


Are people not right in calling it the weed? 
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1. October 2,—THé Cénttrion’s Faith Matt. 8 : 5-13 
2, October 9.—The Tempest Stilled Matt. 8 : 18-27 
3. October 16.—Power to Forgive Sins. Matt. 9 :1-8 
4. October 23.—Th ree Miracles..........cecccccsscepesscerveseeserere eoveeres Matt, 9 : 18-31 
5. October 30.—The Hatvest and thé Laborers........ Matt. 9 : 35-38; 10: 1-8 
6. November 6.—Confessing Christ Matt. 10 : 32-42 
7. November 13.—Christ’s Witness to JOND........sssecessseeseeree Matt. 11 : 2-15 
8 November 20,—Judgment and Merty Matt. 11 : 20-30 
9 November 27,—Jésus an@ the Sa@WbAGE i.i..sl cided Matt. 12: 1-14 


10, December 4,—Pé#rable of the tsower.. Matt, 13 : 1-9 
11. December 11,—Parable of the Tares......... Matt. 13: 24-30 
12, December 18.—Other Parables. Matt. 13 ; 31-33; 44-52 
13. December 25,—Review; or, lesson seiected by the school, 











LESSON XL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1887. 
Tirne: PARABLE OF THE TARES. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Matt. 13 : 24-30, . Memory verses : 27-30.) 
COMMON VERSION, REVISED VERSION. 


24. Another parable. put he Another parable set he 
forth unto them, saying, The before them, saying, The king- 
kingdom of heaven is likened dom of heaven is likened un- 
unto a man which sowed good to @ tiiah that sowed good seed 
seed in his field: 25 in his field: but while men 

25, But while ménh slept, his flept, his enemy came and 
enemy came and sowed tares sowed I tares also among the 
dinong tlie wheat, atid went tis | 26 Wheat, atid Wént away. But 
way. whien the blade sprang up, aud 

26. But when the blade was brought forth fruit, then ap- 
sprung up, and brought forth | 27 peared the tares also. And 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. the *sefvatits of thé hotise- 

27. S6 the setvahts of thehouse-| lidlder éaifie and said tinto 
helder came and said unto him, him, Sir, didst thou not sow 
Sir, didst not thou sow good seed good seed in thy field? whence 
iti thy field? from Whence then | 28 then hath it tatés? And he 
hath it tares? said tnto them, An Senemy 

28. Hé said unto them, An ene- hath done this. And the *sér- 
my hath done this. Theservants vants say unto him, Wilt thou 
said unto him, Wilt thoti theri| then that We go and gather 
that we go atid gather themup? | 29 them up? But he saith; Nay; 

29. But he said, Nay, lest while lest haply while ye gather up 
ye gather up the tares, ye root up the tares, ye root up the wheat 
also the wheat with them. $0 with them: Let both grow 

-80. Let both grow together until together until the Harvest: 
the harvest: andin the time of aud in the time of the harvest 
harvest I will say to the reapers, I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tdres, Gather up first the tares, and 
atid bind them in bundles to]  bittd them in bundles to burn 
butn them: but gather the them: but gather the wheat 
wheat into my barn, into my barn. 


24 








10r, darnet 2% Gr. bondservants. %Gr. A man that is dn enemy. 





: LESSON PLAN. 

Toric OF THE QUARTER: Jesus the King in Zion. 

GotpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
dnd the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth 
ts thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalied as 
head above all—1 Chron. 29: 11. 





Lesson Topic: The King’s Declarations Concerning his Enemy. 


1, The Enemy’s Antagonism, vs. 24; 25. 
Lasson OUTLINE: { 2. The Enemy’s Detection, vs. 26-28, f.c. 
3. The Enemy’s Defeat, vs. 28, I.c.- 30. 


GoLpEN Text: The harvest ts the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels.—Matt. 13 : 39. 


Datry Home Reaves: 


M.—Matt, 13 : 24-30. Declarations concerning his enemy. 
T.—Matt. 13 : 86-43. The parable explained. 

» W.—Matt. 4:1-11. His eneny’s great effort. 
T.—John 18 : 1-80. His enemy continues work, 
F.—John 14: 15-30. His enemy’s final assault. 
$.—1 Pet. 5:1-11. His enemy a roaring lion. 
$.—Rev. 20:1-15. His enemy's final overthrow. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, THE ENEMY’S ANTAGONISM. 
1. Active : 
* His enemy came (25). 
The tempter came and said (Matt. 4 : 3). 
Then cometh the evil one, and snatcheth awa (Matt. 13 : 19). 


Fp. Bea ee cometh Satan, and taketh away the word (Mark 4: 15). 
The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about (1 Pet. 5 : 8). 


Hi. Malignant : 

And sowed tares also among the wheat (25). 
Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David (1 Chron. 21 : 1). 
Satan... said, Doth Job fear God for nought? (Job 1: 9. 


) 
Satan standing at his right hand to be his adversary (Zech. 8 : 1). 
Seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet, 5 : 8). 
il, Stealthy : 
While men slept, his enemy came, ... and went away (25). 
The serpent was more subtil than any beast aes. 3:1). 
We are not ignorant of his devices (2 Cor. 2 
atan fashioneth himself into an angel of fight 2 Cor. ‘3 i * 
he working of Satan, . .. with all deceit (2 Thess. 2 
1, ‘*A man that sowed good seed in his field’’ (1) tue aude (2) 
The field : (3) The seed; (4) The sowing. 
2..'* While men slept; his enemy came and sowed tares.” (1) The 
fay oring hour; (2) The malignant foe ; (3) The harmful seed. 
“Pares also among the wheat.” (1) The original sowing; (2) 





Il. THE ENEMY’S DETECTION. 
1. The Manifestation of Evil : 
Then appeared the tares also (26). 


The eyes of them x were ed (Gen. 3 Sg 
Binful passions... Wrought in our members... urité @eath (Rom. 


5). 
The works — flesh are manifest (Gal. 5 : 19). 
This wisdom is... earthly, sensual, devilish (Jas. 3 : 15). 


ll. The Mystery of Evil: : 

Whence then hath it tares? (27.) 

Who told thee that thou wast naked? 1 (Gen. 3:11.) 
Wherefore do te wicked live? (Joba 

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn Boat (Psa. 10,; 13.) 
The mystety of litwlessness do th already work (2 Thess. 2 o%p 
if. The Soufce of Evn : 

An enémy hath done this (28). 

The serpent beguiled me; and I did eat (Gen. 8: 

The sercent beguiled Eye in his cr. oF Cor. a: 3). 
The woman ng beguiled hath fa tee im. 2: 14). 
Lust, when it hath conceived, beareth sim Jas. 1 : 15). 


1. “Then a eared thé ere also.” (1) Temporary coricealment ; 
(2) Final i land (1) mend 


2. ‘* Whence ry hath it tares?”’ 1) The ent ist: 
po id (2) The perplexing origin of ev Hes (1 itfinas rogers 
3. oy citer hath done this.’ The Lord’s eneniy: (1) His pet- 
sonality, 3 (2) His perversity ; (8) His powers; (4) His limitations ; 
5) H 
Il], THE ENEMY’S DEFEAT. 
1. Evil Tolerated : 
Wilt thou then that we.. 
Nay (28; 29). 
If I find im Sodom fifty righteous, ...I we. spare (Gén. 18 ; 26). 


Lord, let if alone this year dlso ( uke 13 : 
‘The ‘Lord... : id longsuffering, : . not wishing that any should 


yerish (2 Pet, 3 : 9). 
onaye 3) Master, «.« G0st thot net... avenge out blood? (Mev. 


. Gather them tip? But he saith, 


Il. Evil Restricted : 


Let both grow together until the harvest (30). 


Em day of the ac eee a is at Hand (Deut, 32 ; 35). 
He —_ that is coming ( 37 : 18). 
He. . shall pwr ms uly be broken, and that without remedy (Prov. 


1). 
He hath, engines a day, in the which he will judge the world 
(Acts 1 


iff. Evil Dooftéd: 


Bind them in burilies to burn them (30). 


As for transgressors; they shall be Gestroyed (Psa. 37 : 38 
The chaif he will burn up with Ranagepcoable ie tire eat . Bi ». 
they ate burtied (J6' 6). 


The ; Gast them into the fire 
And the devil... was cast into J lake of on aan 20 310). 
Mg thou Apt, ~~ we go and gather them Lup? JA 
seeming service ; (8) A te teal 
2. ‘* Let bot eo “ogether until the harvest;’’ 
(2) ‘A iitaitation ; (d) An 1m pliéationt. =(1) The rowel tsi 


The harvest-time. wy Permitted how ; (2) Pre 
. “Burn them: but gather the Wheat into my 
tares ahd theif burning; (2) The wheat and its 


LESSON BIBLE READING. 


SATAN AND HIS WORKS, 


o 


ited theh. 
arn.” (1) The 





1, Titles-of Satan. ey 27 314 Mais * 4h By oft Luke 11: r+ 
John 8/44; 14:30; 2Gor.4:4; Eph. 2:3; i ped, 818; Hey. 0 
IL} 124 9 10. 


2. Works of Satan: 


Sowing evil (Matt, 13 : 38, 39), 
nstigating sifmers (Jolin wt 2 Acts 5:8), 
Blinding the mind (2 Cor. 4 
eS nating the tinwafy (Gen. 3: CP 2 Tint. 2 : 96). 

eeeiving the world (2 Thess, 2/9, 10; Rev. + 19% 20 : 8). 
Catching away the ward (Matt. 13; 19; Luke 8 : 12). 
Maligning the saints (Job 1 : 9-11; Rev. iz: 10). 
Trying the saints (Luke 22:31; 2 Cor, 2.; 11). 
Resisting the saints (1 Chron. 2 ; Eph. 6 212). 
Hungering for souls (L Pet. 5; 
Transforming sélf (2 Cor. 11: i 
Tempting the Lord (Matt. 4 : 3-11; John 14 : 30). 


3. meas Toward Satan.—Eph. 4 : 27; Eph. 6 : 12, 18; Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The parable of the tares is the second of seven reported by 
Matthew in this chapter. It was spoken in public, but 
whether from the boat or on the land ¢antot be deterniined 
with certainty. The explanation of the parable of the sower 
preceded (vs. 10-23). This was in private (v. 10), but the 
public teaching was resumed. It seems most probable that 
ali the parables were spoken om the same day. The time was 
probably (see Lesson 10) in the autumn or early winter of 781, 
—A.D, 28; the place, at or near Capernaum, 





ORITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 24, 25.—Another parable set he before them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man that sowed good 
seed in his field: but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
tares also among the wheat, and went away: The explanation of 
the parable of the sower, recorded by Matthew between the 
verses of the previous lesson and those of the present lesson, 
was, according to the impression which we get from the nar- 
rative, given to the disciples in the boat; and, after it was 
finished, Jesus addressed this second parable (of the tares) to 
the multitude who were assembled on the shore (see v. 34). 
The representation which Mark gives, on the other hand, 
would seem to indicate that it may have been after all the 
parables which were spoken to the people were ended, that 
the question was presented to Jesus by the disciples and the 
explanation was given. Mark says (Mark 4:10): “And 
when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve 
asked of him the parables.’ Mark, however, fike Matthew, 
places the explanation imimediately after his accoant of the 
parable of the sower, and before the other parables which he 
records. The parable of the tares is peculiar to Matthew. 





The base intrusion; (8) Tke conflicting growth; (@) The final 
adjustment, 





kriow not how, which, in its turn, is peculiar to Mark’s Géspel. 
—The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man that sowed good 

seed: It is maniféest, a8 wé tead the patable, that, in the com- 

parison by which the kingdom is tepresénted; the man and 

his action, and indeed thé éntité matter conhécted with the 

good seed and the tarés, are included. The form of expres- 

sion is that which wé often find in the simple style of nar- 

rating such stories. The verb “is likened” is, in the original, 

inthe past tense. Some have supposed, because of this fact; 

that the meaning is: It was in the plan or design of God 

made like, intended to be like, or that it has already become 

like, since the work of establishing it is already in progress. 

It may be remarked that, in the following parables, the word 

used in the original is not, as héré, the verb “to make liké,” 

but the adjective “like” with thé verb “tobe.” This differ. 

etite is tirged by Writéts who hold thé view mentioned, a8 

favoring that view. The word “sowed,” in thé past tetise, 

indicates that the sowing of the seed had altéady tukeri place 

beforé that which irivolv¥es the es¥ential riatter of thé story: 

occurs. The seed is already sown, and is utidér the infiuetices 

which may develop its growth, when thé enemy ¢ories ard 

sows the tares.— While men slept: Some have supposed the 

“men” here spoken of to be the servants or laborers employed 

by. the owner of the field; others regard thé éxpression as 

intended to be universal im ite meaning;-as it is in its form, 

As the parable is explained so fully in the later verses, in all 

its Getails, and this point is riot alluded to, it seems probable 

that this expression does not contain ore of these détails; but 

that it is only @ picturesqué designation of the night;and 

this whether we adopt the former or the latter explanation 

of the word “men?’. More probably, the latter explanation 

of this word is the correct one.—His enemy:: The possessive 

profioun as eonneeted with thé ehemy, as Well as the repre- 

sentation of his coming and going so speedily,—only sowing 

the tares and tlien passing on,—belongs to the picturesque 

setting forth of the parable, and contains no special suggestion 

as the application of the parable is made, That the enemy 

does his work secretly, and hastens away, is all that isintended 

to be impressed upon the hearer’s or reader’s mind. . We see 

from thé words of Jesus in the verses which follow verse 24, 

that the point on which he desires to lay greatest emphasis is. 
what takes place aftet the seed. and the tares have grown up 

to maturity, and at the harvesting-time. With respect to 
the “tares,” or “darnel,” as the margin of the Revised Ver- 
sion mofé properly renders the word, the reader may be 
réferred to the Bible dictionaries, and especially to Dr. Thoms 
soti’s éxcéllerit work, “The Land and the Book.” Dr. Thomson 
calls attention’ to: the- diffictlty of distinguishing the darnet 
from the wheat in the early stage of the growth, and the édse 
with which they may be distinguished from éach othet wher 
they have becomie fully tiperied. The explanation of this 
parable; like that of the parable of the sower, goes into the 
details of the story, and presents each one of them ds having 
significarice in the application to the truth concerning the 
kingdom. ‘In ‘this respect, this parable differs from many 
others, which were quite manifestly intended by Jesus to 
convey some one thought set forth by the story as a whold, 
while the minor details belong te the narrative, hot to the 
application. Jesus here declares that the husbandman repre« 
sents himself; the enemy, the Devil. The field is intended 
to represent the world; the good seed, those who truly belong 
to the kingdom ; the tares, those who belong to the evil one. 
The reference seems clearly to be to the mingling together of 
persons who do not truly belong to the kingdom with those 
who do, within the visible Church on earth. The field, which 
is the world, is thus the whole world in which the sowing of 
the seed takes place. ‘The world is the field which belongs 
to the Son of man. -In it the kingdom is to be established, 
as the result of the proclamation of the truth. At thé end, 
this kingdom is to fill the whole world. 

Verses 26-29.—But when the blade sprang up, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. And the servants’ of thé 
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow good 
seed in thy field? whence then huth it tares? And he said 
unto them, An enemy hath done this. And the servants say unto 
him, Wilt thow then} that we go and gather them up? But ‘he 
saith, Nay j lest haply while ye gather up the tares, ye root tip thé 
wheut with them: The tares havirig been sowed soon after: the 
wheat, the two appear in their growth together. When 
the setvants cal! the mastet’s attention to the appearance of 
the tares, he recognizes at once the work of an enemy, But 
this work having been done, he knows that its results camnot 
be removed at once. Both becatise of the difficulty of distin- 
guishing, in the period of early gtowth, between the two, and 
because of the possible mtertwining of the roots, the attempt 
to get rid of the tares would be likely to injure or destroy the 
wheat. The suggestion which these words carry with them 
is, that it is best, in the development of the kingdom, to wait, 
at times, for the full realization of the results in character 
and life, before the effort is made to separate entirely the evil 
from the good. This element of patient waiting for the end 
is often wanting in those who are earnest for the progress and 
purity of the kingdom. The Divine method in the moral 
education of men and in the development of the Church, on 
the other hand, is always charactérized by patiencé, and the 





Mark has in its place the purable of the seed growing we 


great result is reached by allowing the good and evil to tor 
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together until the power and influence of the former gain 
their own victory, and until both appear at the end in their 
true character. The judgment and decision must be at the 
latest stage, not at the earliest, or mistakes will be made and 
injury will be inflicted. The harvest season is the time for 
reaping. The time between the sowing and the. harvest is 
the time for waiting and for growth. 

Verse 30.— Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the 
time'of the harvest I wilk say to the reapers, Gather up first the 
tares, and: bind them inibundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn: At the time when the grain was ready 
for harvesting, there was no difficulty in separating the tares 
from the wheat. The tares could then be burned and the 
wheat gathered into the storehouse. In the application of the 
parable, this time is declared to be “the end of the world,” or, 
as the rendering may be more exactly given, the end or con- 
summation of the age; that is, the ante-messianic period, the 
period which is tocome to its ending before the final and com- 
plete consummation of the kingdom and the second coming 
of the Messiah. It is at the end of this age or period that 
the New Testament writers represent that the final judgment 
will take place. At this time of final decision, the Son of 
man will accomplish the result of the separation, so that his 
kingdom shall thereafter have within itself only the sons of 
the kingdom, and not the sons of the evil one. 

We may notice several points as connected with this closing 
verse of the lesson and of the parable, and as connected with 
the explanatory verses (39 to 43) which set forth its mean- 
ing. 1. It is evident that the teaching of the parable finds a 
large part of its emphasis and impressiveness in these closing 
words. The teaching is, that the evil may be intermingled 
with the good during the progress of the kingdom towards 
the final result, but when that result is reached, it will be so 
no longer. The evil will then be separated from the good, 
and will be excluded from the kingdom. 2. The language, 
not only in the verses containing the parable, but in these 
closing verses of its interpretation, is figurative. It sets forth 
that figure of destruction by fire which is found in other 
places and connections, as it is here, in union with the repre- 
sentation of the burning of chaff, worthless material, unfruit- 
ful fields, ete. The full force of the figurative element in the 
words is, undoubtedly, to be allowed ; but the careful perusal 
and study of this passage, and of others which are more or 
less similar to it, must impress the reader with the thought 
that the words convey the idea of a complete and final exclu- 
sion from the blessedness of the kingdom of heaven. 3. This 
exclusion is partly described by words which are found else- 
where in connection with the shutting out of persons from 
the light and joy of a banquet (comp. Matt..8: 11,12). The 
words seem to convey an idea of positive grief and despair as 
united with the fact of exclusion, and, at the least, suggest 
hopeless loss of what might have been gained, with the sorrow 
attendant upon such lost hope. 4. The parable has reference 
to those who come into close connection with the believing 
disciples, and are apparently among them, as if in the visible 
church, To persons who are near or, in this sense, in the 
kingdom, the judgment here set forth will come,—a fact and 
thought which may bring home to the reader’s mind once 
more the remembrance of the truth that the life of the king- 
dom abides in the inmost life of the soul. 5. The particular 
character of the reward of the righteous, or of the punish- 
ment of the wicked, can hardly be determined from passages 
like this; only the general character of this punishment and 
reward is indicated. It is evidently not intended that we 
should know the details of the life hereafter. The fact of 
what awaits us is all that God designed to reveal. 6. Ques- 
tions as to the measures of recompense allotted to differ- 
ent men—whether there are different degrees of reward or 
penalty—are outside of the limits of this parable; and no 
light on these questions, therefore, is to be sought in what 
it tells us. 

If the parable of the tares was spoken by Jesus immediately 
after the parable of the sower, we may believe that it was 
intended to have a certain connection in thought with the 
former parable. This connection, so far, at least, as the words 
are concerned, is found in the sowing of the seed. The former 
parable represents how the seed of the truth and the kingdom 
finds lodgment, or not, in the hearts of the different sorts of 
men to whom the gospel message comes. The latter parable 
sets forth how those who receive the good seed are, in the 
movement of the kingdom towards its consummation, mingled 
together with those who do not receive it, but have within 
them the seed of evil. The two together show that those who 
take the truth into good and honest hearts, and under its 
influence bear fruit with patience, will, at the end, shine forth 
in all the glory of the righteous life in the perfected kingdom 
of righteousness, apart from all evil. The expression which 
is used at the end of the explanatory words (v. 43), “Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father,” is very striking. They shall at that time shine 
forth, The light of that true life which is within their souls 
shall burst forth, as the sunlight comes out from the cloud 
which has obscifred it; and this light shall be the joy and 
blessedness in which they shall abide in the kingdom of their 
Father. It is the kingdom of their Father in heaven, to 
which they belong, and for whose final glory they are to 





be prepared, and in that glorious kingdom they will abide 
as in their Father’s house. , 
Yale University. 





MINGLED IN GROWTH, SEPARATED 
IN MATURITY. 


BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The first four parables contained in this chapter were spo- 
ken to a miscellaneous crowd on the beach, the last three to 
the disciples in the house. The difference of audience is 
accompanied With a diversity of subject. The former group 
deals with the growth of the kingdom, as it might be observed 
by outsiders, and especially with aspects of the growth on 
which the multitude needed instruction; the latter, with 
topics more suited to the inner circle of followers. Of these 
four, the first three are parables of vegetation; the last, of 
assimilation. The first two are still more closely connected, 
inasmuch as the person of the sower is prominent in both, 
while he is not seen in the others. The general scenery is 
the same in both, but with a difference. The identification 
of the seed sown with the person receiving it, which was 
hinted at in the first, is predominant in the second. But 
while the former described the various results of the seed, 
the latter drops out of sight the three failures, and follows 
its fortunes in honest and good hearts, showing the growth of 
the kingdom in the midst of antagonistic surroundings. It 
may conveniently be considered in three sections: the first 
teaching how the work of the sower is counter-worked by his 
enemy ; the second, the patience of the sower with the thick- 
springing tares; and the third, the separation at the harvest. 

1. The work of the sower counter-worked by his enemy, 
and the mingled crops.—The peculiar turn of the first sen- 
tence, “the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man that 
sowed,” etc., suggests that the main purpose of the parable is 
to teach the conduct of the,king in view of the growth of the 
tares. The kingdom is concentrated in him, and the “liken- 
ing” is not effected by the parable, but, as the tenses of both 
verbs show, by the already accomplished fact of his sowing. 
Our Lord veils his claims by speaking of the sower in the 
third person; but the hearing ear cannot fail to catch the 
implication throughout that he himself is the sower and 
the Lord of the harvest. ‘The field is “his field,” and his 
own interpretation tells us that it means “the world.” What- 
ever view we take of the bearing of this parable on purity of 
communion in the visible Church, we should not slur over 
Christ’s own explanation of the field, lest we miss the lesson 
that he claims the whole world as his, and contemplates the 
sowing of the seed broadcast over it all. The kingdom of 
heaven. is to be developed on and to spread through the 
whole earth. The world belongs to Christ not only when it 
is filled with the kingdom, but before the sowing. The 
explanation of the good seed takes the same point of view as 
in the former parable. What is sown is “the word;” what 
springs from the seed is the new life of the receiver. Men 
become children of the kingdom by taking the gospel into 
their hearts, and thereby receive a new principle of growth, 
which in truth becomes themselves.. Side by side with the 
sower’s beneficent work the counter-working of “his enemy ” 
goeson. As the one, by depositing holy truth in the heart, 
makes men “children of the kingdom,” the other, by putting 
evil principles therein, makes men “ children of evil.” Hon- 
est exposition cannot eliminate the teaching of a personal 
antagonist of Christ, nor of his continuous agency in the cor- 
ruption of mankind. It isa glimpse into a mysterious region, 
none the less reliable because so momentary. The sulphu- 
rous clouds that hide the fire in the crater are blown aside for 
an instant, and we see. Who would doubt the truth and 
worth of the unveiling because it was short and. partial? 
“The Devil is God’s ape.” His work is a parody of Christ’s. 
Where the good seed is sown, there the evil is scattered 
thickest. False Christs and false apostles dog the true like 
their shadows. Every truth has its counterfeit. Neither 
institutions, nor principles, nor movements, nor individuals, 
bear unmingled crops of good. Not merely creatural imper- 
fection, but hostile adulteration, marks them all. The purest 
metal oxidizes, scum gathers on the most limpid water, every 
ship’s bottom geis foul with weeds. The history of every 
reformation is the same: radiant hopes darkened, progress 
retarded, a second generation of dwarfs, careless or unfaith- 
fal guardians of their heritage. 

There are, then, two classes of men represented in the para- 
ble, and these two are distinguishable without doubt by their 
conduct. Tares are said to be quite like wheat until the 
heads show, and then there is a plain difference. So our 
Lord here teaches that the children of the kingdom and 
those of evil are to be discriminated by their actions. We 
need not do more than point in a sentence to his distinct 
separation of men (where the seed of the kingdom has been 
sown) into two sets. Jesus Christ holds the unfashionable, 
“narrow” opinion that, at bottom, a man must either be his 
friend or his enemy. We are too much inclined to weaken 
the strong line of demarcation, and to think that most men 
are neither black nor white, but gray. 

The question has been eagerly debated whether the tares 
are bad men in the church, and whether, consequently, the 





mingled crop is a description of the church only. The fol- 
lowing considerations may help to an answer. The parable 
was spoken, not to the disciples, but to the crowd. An 
instruction to them as to church discipline would have been 
signally out of place; but they needed to be taught that the 
kingdom was to be “a rose amidst thorns,” and to grow 
up among antagonisms which it would slowly conquer, by the 
methods which the next two parables set forth. This general 
conception, and not directions about ecclesiastical order, was 
suited to them. Again, the designation of the tares as “the 
children of evil” seems much too wide, if only a particular 
class of evil men—namely, those who are within the church 
—are meant by it. Surely the expression includes all, both 
in and outside the church, who “do iniquity.” Further, the 
representation of the children of the kingdom, as growing 
among tares in the field of the world, does not seem to con- 
template them as constituting a distinct society, whether pure 
or impure; but rather as an indefinite number of individuals, 
intermingled in a common soil with the other class. “The 
kingdom of heaven” is not a synonym for the church. Is it 
not an anachronism to find the church in the parable at all? 
No doubt, tares are in the church, and the parable has a 
bearing on it; but its primary lesson seems to me to be much 
wider, and to reveal rather the conditions of the growth of 
the kingdom in human society. 

2. We have the patience of the husbandman with the quick- 
springing tares.—The servants of the householder receive no 
interpretation from our Lord. Their whole conversation is 
silently passed by in his explanation. Clearly then, for some 
reason, he did not think it necessary to say any more about 
them ; and the most probable reason is, that they and their 
words have no corresponding facts, and are only introduced to 
lead up to the Master’s explanation of the mystery of the growth 
of the tares, and to his patience with it. The servants cannot 
be supposed to represent officials in the church, without hope 
lessly destraying the consistency of the parable ; for surely all 
the children of the kingdom, whatever their oflice, are repre- 
sented in the crop. Many guesses have been made,—apostles, 
angels, and soon. Itis better tosay “The Lord hath not 
showed it me.” The first question expresses, in vivid form, 
the sad, strange fact, that, where good was sown, evil springs. 
The deepest of .all mysteries is the origin of evil. Explain 
sin, and you explain everything. The question of the ser- 
vants is the despair of thinkers in all ages. Heaven sows 
only good, where do the misery and the wickedness come 
from? That isa wider and sadder question than How are 
churches not free from bad members? Verhaps Christ’s 
answer may go as far towards the bottom of the bottomless as 
those of non-Christian thinkers, and, if it do not solve the 
metaphysical puzzles, at arly rate gives the historical process, 
which is all the explanation of which the question is suscepti- 
ble. The second question reminds us of “ Wilt thou that we 
command fire... from heaven, and consume them?” tis cast 
in such a form as to put emphasis on the householder’s will. 
His answer forbidding the gathering up of the tares is based, 
not upon any chance of mistaking wheat for them, nor upon 


| any hope that, by forbearance, tares may change into wheat, 


but simply.on what.is best for the good crop. ‘There was a 
danger of destroying some of it, not because of its likeness to 
the other, but because the roots of both were so interlaced 
that one could not be pulled up without dragging the other 
after it. 

Is this prohibition, then, meant to forbid the attempt to 
keep the church pure from unchristian members? The con- 
siderations already adduced are valid in answering this ques- 
tion, and others may be added. The crowd of listeners had, 
no doubt, many of them, been influenced by John the Baptist’s 
fiery prophecies of the King who should come, fan in hand, 
to purge his floor, and were looking for a kingdom which was 
to be inaugurated by sharp separation and swift destruction. 
Was not the teaching needed then, as it is now, that that is 
not the way in which the kingdom of heaven is to be founded 
and grow? Is not the parable best understood when set in 
connection with the expectations of its first hearers, which are 
ever floating anew before the eyes of each generation of 
Christians? Is it not Christ’s apologia for his delay in filling 
the réle which John had drawn out for him? And does that 
conception of its meaning make it meaningless for us? 
Observe, too, that the rooting up which is forbidden is, by the 
proprieties of the emblem, and by the parallel which it must 
necessarily afford to the final burning, something very solemn 
and destructive. We may well ask whether excommunication 
is a sufficiently weighty idea to be taken as its equivalent, 
Again, how does the interpretation which sees ecclesiastical 
discipline here comport with the reason given for letting the 
tares grow on? By the hypothesis in the parable, there isno 
danger of mistake; but is there any danger of casting out good 
men from the church along with the bad, except through 
mistake? Further, if this parable forbids casting manifestly 
evil men out of the church, it contradicts the divinely 
appointed law of the church as administered by the apostles. 
If it is to be applied to church action at all, it absolutely 
forbids the separation of any man, however notoriously 
unchristian, and that, as even the strongest advocates of com- 
prehension admit, would destroy the very idea of the church. 
Surely, an interpretation which lands us in‘such a conclusion 
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cannat be right. We conelude, then, that the intermingling 
which the parable means is that of good men and bad in 
hnman society, where all are so interwoven that separation is 
impossible without destroying its whole texture; that the 
rooting up, which is declared to be inconsistent with the 
growth of the crop, mean# removal from the field, namely, 
the world; that the main point of this second part of the 
parable is to set forth the patience of the lord of the harvest, 
and to emphasize this as the law of the growth of his king- 
dom ; that it is amidst antagonism, and that its members are 
interlaced by a thqusand rootlets with those who are not sub- 
jects of their king. What the interlacing is for, and whether 
tares may become wheat, are no parts of its teaching. But 
the lesson of the householder’s forbearance is meant to be 
learned by us, While we believe that the scope of the parable 
is wider than instruction in church discipline, we do not 
forget that a fair inference from it is that, in actual churches, 
there will ever be a mingling of good and evil; and, though 
that fact is no reason for giving up the attempt to make a 
church a congregation of faithful men, and of such only, it is 
a reason for copying the divine patience of the sower in 
ecclesiastical dealings with errors of opinion and faults of 
conduct. 

8. The final separation at the harvest.—The period of 
development is necessarily a time of intermingling, in which, 
side by side, the antagonistic principles embodied in their 
representatives work themselves out, and beneficially affect 
each other. But each grows towards an end, and, when it has 
been reached, the blending gives place to separation. John's 
prophecy is plainly quoted in the parable, which verbally 
repeats his “gather the wheat into his barn,” and alludes to 
his words in the other clause about burning the tares. He 
was right in his anticipations; his error was in expecting the 
king to wield his fan at the beginning, instead of at the end 
of the earthly form of his kingdom. At the consummation of 
the allotted era, the bands of human society are to be dissolved, 
and a new principle of association is to determine men’s place. 
Their moral and religious affinities will bind them together 
or separate them, and all other ties will snap. This mar- 
shalling according to religious character is the main thought 
of the solemn closing words of the parable and of its interpre- 
tation, in which our Lord presents himself as directing the 
whole process of judgment by means of the “angels” who 
execute his commands, They are “his angels,” and whatever 
may be the unknown activity put forth by them in the parting 
of men, it is all done in obedience tohim. What stupendous 
claims Jesus makes here! What becomes of the tares is 
told first in words awful in their plainness, and still more 
awful in their obscurity. They speak unmistakably of 
the absolute separation of evil men from all society but 
that of evil men; of a close association, compelled, and 
perhaps unwelcome. The tares are gathered out of “his 
kingdom,”—for the field of the world has then all become the 
kingdom of Christ. There are two classes among the tares: 
men whose evil has been a snare to others (for the “things 
that offend” must, in accordance with the context, be taken 
te be persons), and the less guilty, who are simply called 
“them that do iniquity.” Perhaps the “bundles” may imply 
assortment according to sin, as in Dante’s circles. What a 
bond of fellowship that would be! “The furnace,” as it is 
emphatically called by eminence, burns up the bundles. We 
may freely admit that the fire is part of the parable, but 
yet let us not forget that it occurs not only in the parable, 
but in the interpretation; and let us learn that the prose 
reality of “everlasting destruction,” whieh Christ here 
solemnly announces, is as awful and complete. For a moment 
he passes beyond the limits of the parable, to add that terrible 
clause about “ weeping and gnashing of teeth,”—the tokens of 
despair and rage, So spoke the most loving and truthful lips. 
Do we believe his warnings as well as his promises? 

The same law of association according to character operates 
in the other region. The children of the kingdom are 
gathered together in what is now “ the kingdom of my Father;” 
the perfect form of the kingdom of Christ, which is still his 
kingdom, for “the throne of God and of the Lamb,” the one 
throne on which both sit to ‘reign, is “in it”? Freed from 
association with evil, they are touched with a new splendor, 
caught from him, and blaze out like suns, or so close is their 
association that their myriad glories melt as into a single 
greatlight. Now amid gloom and cloud, they gleam like tiny 
tapers far apart ; then, gathered into one, they flame in the 
forehead of the morning sky, “a glorious chureh, not having 
spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing.” 

Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 


BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D. 


1. Christ believed there was a devil, an enemy, a tempter, 
a counter-worker of men’s good plans, a hinderer of their 
sucoess, and 9 sower of wicked men in companies of saints, as 
in Eden, in the early Christian church, by Elymas, “son of 
the devil” (Acts 13; 10), 

%. God is constantly sowing good seed of worlds, infusoria, 
figh, animals, man, of domestic and eivil relations, and of eter- 





nal life. One of his fields for this Jast kind is this world, and 
he means to seed down the whole of it. 

3. There are tares in the vegetable world, fierce passions 
among holy emotions, bad principles in intellectual systems, 
dangerous notions mingled with the loftiest piety. Eyil ig not 
another name for good. To say unto apy evil, Be thou my 
good, is insanity. They are not interchangeable terms. 

4. Good and evil grow together—in the first two brothers, 
in the priesthood of Eli, in the household of David, in the 
company af the apostles, in all the Church, and all the world. 
Men are to be as patient toward it as God is. 

5. The Devil's seed has vitality as well as God's. He can 
go his way when it is once sown, no need to stay and cultivate 
the ctop. It perverts God’s provision of soil, rgin, sun, and 
air to uttermost evil. Beware of the seed of evil sights, 
words, examples, thoughts, 

6, Though somewhat alike, and with roots intertwined in 
the same soil, community, and domestic relation, God kuows 
them apart, and will separate them. 

7. These tares are to be burned with real fire. Christ 
helieved in a real hell. From him we get our most definite 
and graphic ideas of the condition of the finally lost. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


A man that sowed good seed in his fleld (v. 24). It is a good 
record of any man that he sowed good seed in his field. Every 
man has a field. There is a divine “homestead law,” by 
which every settler in this world has a parcel of ground 
assigned to him, whether he is willing to improve it or not. 
And he who would have a good crop from his field must first 
see to it that he sows good seed there. Some men’s fields are 
a great, deal larger than they suppose; but no man’s field is 
so small as to be unworthy of his best efforts at its cultiva- 
tion. John Bunyan, the unlearned tinker in Bedford Jail, 
seemed to have a very small field to look after; but he sowed 
good seed in it, by the telling of a simple gospel story, and 
the whitened fields from that sowing stretch farther than 
the eye ean reach, Joanna Wesley, burdened with house- 
hold cares, and taxed to the utmost by the needs of her little 
ones, could never have thought her field a large one; but she 
sowed good seed there, and as a result of it one of her sons 
claimed the world as his parish, and seattered good seed over 
all its surface, while the songs of another still cheer sower 
and reaper alike throughout his brother’s wide parish. Your 
field may have its centre in the legislative hall, in the pulpit, 
in the court-room, in thesick-chamber, in the teacher's-chair, 
in the place of business, on the farm, in the factory, in the 
nursery, on the vessel’s deck, or in the station of menial ser- 
vice. Wherever it is, see to it that you sow good seed there. 

While men slept, his enemy came (¥. 25). Whoever else is off 
guard, the Devil is always on the wateh. He waits to work 
mischief by night and by day. If ever we sleep even for a 
moment, we are in danger from his ill doing. But we cannot 
be always awake. Oh! if some one would only guard us 


while we sleep. What an added sense of security at night a. 


faithfal watehman gives! A trusty policeman whose ‘beat 
includes our home; the night watchman, whose familiar 
tread is heard passing our door on the eorridor of the sum- 
mer hotel where we stop; the look-out on the ship we are 
making a passage in; the sentry before our tent in the camp, 
—how much safer we feel for this guarding of us in our hours 
of sleep! But all these are mere human guards. At the best 
they keep us from no spiritual harm; and they may fail us 
even in the sphere assigned them. One, however, there is, 
who can keep both body and soul in safety, and He is always 
on the watch in behalf of those who trust him. “He that 
keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” Ah! it is 
well for our little ones to be taught to pray, before they close 
their eyes at night: “ Now I lay me down te sleep, I pray 
thee, Lord, my soul to keep.” And who of us can ever grow 
beyond the need of such a prayer? 

Then appeared the tares also (v. 26). Bad seed has an 
amazing yitality. It will hold its own against the largest 
odds. It will grow and flourish without any of the care and 
nourishment that good seed calls for. Even though it were 
planted latest, it will overtake the other in its growth, and 
show itself in blade and ear at the rankest. Let a child be 
ever,so carefully trained at his home, where good seed only 
is planted in the field of his mind, if he afterwards finds at 
school, or in the street, or at the neighbor's, an unworthy 
companion to whisper vile suggestions in his ears, or to 
instruct him in evil ways, the doing of an hour may be the 
undoing of years; or at the best when the blades of good are 
sprung up, and bring forth their fruitin his life, then will 
appear the accursed tares also, Who can fully root out of 
his manheod’s memory the fruit of evil thoughts and desires 
and indulgings in his long ago? Who can say that there are 
no signs new in his speech, in his manners, or in his thoughts, 
of unworthy companionship, of improper reading, or of 
wanderings from the right way, when it was the planting 
time in his earthly career? However it was that the seeds 
of sin were first sown in our hearts, the unfailing growth 
from that germinal beginning appears in the field of our lives 
at midsummer and at autumn tide, 





An enemy hath done this (v.28). Not everything that comes 
to us is to be welcomed-as from the Lord. The Devil is at 
work, and he has a hand in a good many matters that concern 
us closely. Paul, writing for himself and Silas and Timothy, 
says to the Thessalonians: “ We would... have come unto yap, 

++ . once.and again; and Satan hindered us.’ When we 
find obstacles in the path of duty, it is not for us to say that 
the Lord would turn us aside; but rather, that Satan is try- 
ing to stay our ‘progress, and he mustn't succeed. Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God 
cannat he tempted with evil, and he himself tempteth no 
man.” And when we find ourselves in perplexity or embar- 
rassment, when untoward. circumstances make our course a 
trying one, when peculiar dangers threaten us or our loved 
ones, it may be that the Lord has done this; and it may be 
that he has simply permitted the Devil todoit. It isimpor- 
tant for us to consider what is the truth on this point.- The 
command, Submit yourselves to God,” is followed by one of 
like positiveness, ‘Resist the devil.” Have a care, then, 
that you do not resist God, by submitting yourself to the 
Devil, or accepting his doings as providences. 

Nay ; lest haply while ye gather wp the tares, ye root wp the 
wheat with them (vy. 29). It is not always easy to correct the 
evils we find in this world, without harming the gocd. If we 
had it in our power to work great reforms in a nation that 
had suffered from bad government, we should find a difficulty 
at many points in bringing everything to the absolute standard 
of right, before the people were educated to new ways of 
thinking and acting, Moses had to consider the hardness of 
Hebrew hearts in his regulation of the divorce system. Public 
sentiment and prevailing customs can never be wisely ignored 
in practical legislation, or in social regulations, an any subject. 
Tn all questions of discipline—in the school, in the famiiy, or 
by an employer or commander—eare must be taken not to 
reot up that which is worth saving, in the endeavor to destroy 
that which is unworthy, So in the treatment of our associa- 
tions and friendships, and of traits of disposition in ourselves, 
or in those whom we loye; we cannot wholly separate the 
good from the evil; we cannot at once get everything we 
approve, and reject everything which we disapprove. We 
“have need of patience,” of forbearance, of considepateness. 
If we take hold too yigorously of the faults which we see in 
ourselves or in others, in erder to uproot them at once, instead 
of cultivating better traits about them, we may do more 
harm than good, destroying that which is precious, in our 
yain endeayor to do the work of the final harvest in the 
season of the growing grain. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F, SCHAUFFLER, D.D, 


Undoubtedly the main purpose of this parable of the tares 
was to instruct the disciples, so that in future and bitter 
experiences of human nature they should not be dismayed 
and disheartened. When left to themselves, they would cer- 
tainly find in the churches they were to found evil mingled 
with good. False brethren would press their way among true 
believers, and Simon Magus and Demas would be found side 
by side with Apollos and Barnabas, Lest such experiences 
should dishearten them, the Master warns them in advance. 
“‘ Forewarned is forearmed,” and thus instructed the apostles 
were in no wise discouraged with the sad trials of after years. 
The same warnings are to-day needed. I know a lovely 
young man, a lawyer; who, some time ago, with much joy, 
united with the church. Business affairs before long brought 
him into contact with other lawyers, members of the same 
ehurch. He found them tricky and dishonest. This led him 
to cease attending the worship of God there, and, I fear, 
everywhere. The parable of the tares is the very one this 
young disciple should carefully study. In fact, the more the 
church prospers, the more tares will be found in the field. 
A persecuted church, where discipleship means sacrifice, 
unpopularity, and danger, is not much troubled by tares. 
But a wealthy church, whose stately goings are in silk and 
satin, is always a church cursed by an abundant growth: of 
tares. The teacher may well spend time with young disciples 
in plainly forewarning them of the certainty of finding tares 
among the wheat. These tares are not always easily discov- 
ered. It may happen that only after years of experience ean 
we truly say that they are tares. It is for the advantage of 
the tares to resemble wheat as nearly as possible. And there- 
fore many counterfeit piety, and use the garb of religion as a 
cloak for rascality. Instead, however, of disgusting us with 
true religion, such conduct should disgust us with the world. 
Hypocrites belong really to the world, and not to the chureh, 
and to be alienated from the church because of the wicked- 
ness of the children of the evil one, is not true wisdom. It is 
a testimony to the value of diamonds that men counterfeit 
them. No one counterfeits cobblestones. So men never 
counterfeit vice, but dotry and counterfeit virtue. Teaeh the 


scholars that the true disciple will never be found among 
the wicked ones, but that even Judas may have a place among 
the twelve. =” 

At the same time call attention to the fact that, though it 
may be hard, and even impossible, for us to detect all the 
tares, there are those who will make no mistake,’ In that 
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great hgrvest-day, not a kernel of wheat will be Jost, and not 
9 tare will be gathered into the garner of safety. Growing 
together, wheat and tares,” but not garnered together, “The 
angels” will know the one from the other infallibly. What 
a solemn duty, then, for us each to discern here and now 
whether we belong to the wheat or are still of the seed of the 
evil one! ‘Two classes there are only, and eagh scholar this 
day belongs in the one or the other. In which:¢lass are you? 

There is another lesson, however, which may be shown 
from this parable. All who sow good seed are like the Master, 
sowers of the word. All who sow evil seed are like their 
master, Satan, sowers of tares. Let the teacher turn the 
thoughts of the scholars, then, to seed-sowing.’ 

I pity the child who has never had the pleasure of sowing 
flower-seeds of some kind. No joy of childhood is more 
innocent than that of watching the gradual development of 
the plant, with its final glory of the flower. Imagine the 
disappointment, then, of that child who has carefully pre- 
pared the ground, and sowed the seed, if, with the coveted 
plants, there should also appear an abundant crop of noisome 
weeds. If disappointment comes to the child under such cir- 
cumstances, how must the farmer feel, who, throygh the malice 
ef en enemy, finds the labors of seed-time nearly wasted, and 
hig harvest marred beyond recovery! Yet such is the picture 
presented in the parable of to-day; and by means of this 
parable our Saviour would set forth, not some fanciful theory, 
but the saddest and most common of facts. Every sower of 
the word knows what it is to have “tares” gown in the-hearts 
of his scholars or hearers. The boy who promised xo well, 
and in whose life we thought we already saw the fruits of the 
Spirit, changes by degrees, Some evil influence is affecting 
his character. More and more thig influence makes itself 
felt, until at last it becomes the dominating force in his life. 
It may be tliat evil companionship has come in to sow tares, 
or it may be that a skeptical book, or e¢en a skeptical sugges- 
tion, has been the starting-point. But whatever it is, it grows 
apace, and the good seed becomes more and more overgrown. 
Alas, how many a young life has thus been blasted through 
the evil seed sown by some Ingersoll or Hume! On the other 
hand, the conyerse is also true. Into a degraded life there 
strikes a wholesome power, which gradually transforms and 
elevates it into beauty and holiness. In this case, there has 
been some one sowing seeds of eternal life. But as a matter 
of fact, we are all, each day, sowing some kind of seed. 
Words are seeds, deeds are seeds, letters are seeds; and all 
these are either evil or good. If we could really trace the 
course of Mr, Moody on the one hand, and Colonel Ingersoll 
on the other, what a difference there would be in the results 
shown! In the one case, reformation and joy in great 
abundance; in the other, no elevating power, but rather 
a lowering of all that stimulates to purity and Christ-like 
character, Though we are not all Moodys or Ingersolls, we 
are yet, in miniature, working for good or for eygl. This 
makes of life a solemn thing. To think “I have this day 
done evil or good to others,” makes us stop and realize the 
import of life. What are we sowing? And what shall the 
harvest be, for ourselyes and for others? 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


What is a parable? What was our lesson last week? 
Where was Jesus when he talked of the sower who went forth 
to sow? What did the sower scatter over thefield? To-day 
we have another parable about seeds, and how they grow. 
After Jesus had told the parable of the sower, his disciples 
agked him to tell them the meaning, What did last week’s 
golden text say about the seed? Jesus called it “the word 
of the kingdom,” because the word of God is that. which 
teaches of his kingdom. Jesus sets up his kingdom here in 
the hearts of those who love him and try to learn of him. 
What became of the seed which fell by the wayside? Jesus 
told his disciples that just as the birds picked up the good 
seed, so Satan, the wicked one, tries to snatch every good 
thought or wish, He loves to make any heart so hard that 
it is like the rocky ground, and to fill the min@ with thoughts 
and plans that choke out all good, just as the tharns destroyed 
the grain. In this story Jesus talked again of seed-sowing 
while he sat in the boat near the shore. What kind of seed 
must be sown to bear good grain? 

A Man That Sowed Good Seed.—Every seed will bring forth 
the same kind of plant, and go to seed again. When a man 
wants a crop of corn, what does he plant? To raise wheat, 
what would you plant? Would you look for peaches on an 
apple-tree? That was such a question, when Jesus asked, 
“Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?” This 
man knew it was good seed he sowed in his field, then he left 
it covered in the ground. Thehired men who helped to plow 
and plant went to wark in other fields, and the owner went 
away, and thought that while he worked or slept the seeds 
would silently spring up, and the plants grow larger and 
stronger all th@time. He did not know that in the night, 
when everybody was asleep, a man who hated him came 
secretly and in the darkness went over and ayer his field. He 
too carried a bag or basket; watching lest any night-trayeley 





should see him, or some shepherd dog give 4 warning hark, 
he seattered seeds broadgast with hurrying hand, and thep fled 
away before the daylight, Why sasecpet and fearfyl? What 
seed did he plant? He was sowing tares among the wheat. 
Did you ever see weeds growing among flowers? Do you 
know how the farmers have te watch and work to keep weeds 
from the corn? These tapes were worse than weeds, for as 
they grew they Jooked so like wheat it was hard to tel} one 
from the other. They were fals¢ wheat, only likethe real on 
the outsides; what the farmers in this country gall cheat.” 
The seed was bitter and sickening, and even a little gathered 
with good wheat would spoil it all. 80 for nearly every good 
thing there is same wicked imitation,—some cheat, pretend- 
ing to be the same, but really ag different ag bad is from good, 

“Didst Thou Not Sop Gaad Seed #”-—So the servants asked the 
farmer one day, They had seen the growth of same bad seeds, 
and asked him why they had found tares. The fermer said 
at gnee, An enemy hath done this,” He knew that some- 
body who hated him had meanly planted bad seeds to give 
him trouble and to rob him of the yalueof his good grain. Is 
there any such meanness in the world now? Are any chil- 
dren ever il}-naturad, leving to teage or ready to say mean 
things against asother’s goed name, or do hateful tricks? The 
man’s servants asked if they should go and gather up the 
tares. He said, No; 

“Let Both Grow Together Until the Harvest.” —W hen the stalks 
stood together in the field, they looked so much alike it was 
hard to tell them. apart until the grain wasnearly ripe. The 
plants grew so closely together that if any one tried to pull 
up the tares by the roots they would pull up the wheat tao, 
What would he de when harvest time came? The farmer 
told his servants, “I will say to the reapers, Gather up first 
the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather 
the wheat into my barn.” Why should thetares be burned? 
They were good for nothing else; in. that country, wood to burn 
was very scarce, and a bundle of teres might make a little fire 
and help cook a meal, Would it be safe te throw them away, 
and let the wind carry the dry seeds end scatter them oyer 
other fields? The only wise, right thing was to destray them, 
so they could do no harm. What became of the wheat? 
What does our golden text say about the harvest and the 
angels? After Jesus told the parable he sent the crowd away, 
and they came on shore and wentintoa house. His disciples 
asked him to teach them the legson in the parable of the tares 
and the wheat. What did the farmer sow in hisfield? The 
man with the good seed was a picture of Jesus coming to this 
world to teach all men the way to heaven. “He that soweth 
the good seed is the Son of man.” The Son of God came to 
earth, and became the Son of man, tosow in every heart seeds 
of love and peace, to teach how to repent and become true 
children of God. His ministers and teachers are those who 
are trying to scatter the good seed in hig name, and to watch 
how the geed grows, just as the servants of the farmer went to 
look over his field. The field which Jesus talked about is a 
picture of the whole earth ; for Jesus said, “The field is the 
world.” Before he went back to heaven he told his disciples, 
and all who shall ever be his followers, to go “into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every ereature.” Those who work 
for him he ealls the good seed ; for as one good seed ean pro- 
duce a great many more, so, he said, are all those who “in 
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and 
bring forth fruit.”- Jesus calls Satan the wicked ene who sows 
tares; how he loves to scatter bad thoughts and wishes, anger 
and hatred, in any heart where he canenter. Did the farmer 
have the tares pulled up as soon as they were fyuund? In the 
same way in this world the wicked and the good grow together. 
Sometimes it is hard to tell the wicked from the good ; for it ig 
only after evil thoughts begin to bear fruit, when the life 
shows hatred and sin, that we can see what is in the heart, 

The Harvest Time,—W hen will it be? Will God ever make 
a mistake? Does he ever call the tares wheat, or the wheat 
tares? Does he not know the true wheat even in the loneliest 
corner of his great field, the world? In theend of the world, 
Jesus says he will send forch his angels and they shall gather 
together all those who are righteous, those wha trust in the 
righteousness of Jesus the Saviour. Then they shall shine as 
the sun forever and ever. No more sin, no more piercing 
thorns, no more gorroW, can éver come to those who are in the 
kingdom of heaven. But the tares, every one who is wicked, 
shall be driven away from his kingdom and suffer eternal pun- 
ishment, just as the tares were destroyed in the fire. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS, 
BY PROFESSOR DR. IS4A0 H, HALL. 


TarEs.—Doubtless the books in popular currency are 
right in saying that the tares are a false wheat; a grass that 
resembles wheat, but has a black and deleterious grain. 
Among the modern Orientals, however, it would be hard to 
find an enemy base enough or malignant enough actually to 
sow tares in a body's field. The tares are actually gathered 
out in separate bundies—gathered out with great eare; for 
the presence of their seed among the wheat is like any poi- 
senous mixture-—and burned separately. Without stopping 
to digeuss the botanical identity of the grass called tares (far 
the Latins rendered it by two different words, as did alse the 
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Arabic writers), it is to be remarked that the word is a 
Semitic one, and of great frequency in the Aramaic litera- 
ture of all ages. But for one place where an Aramaic writer 
uses the word literally, to signify the herb, there are probably 
fifty where they yse it in a metaphorical sense, to mean bad 
men, depraved goynsels of doctrines or practices, and the 
like, So far has this usage gone, that there is an Aramaie 
adjective, which we may verbally render “tare-y,” which 
means bad or deprayed as, or like, tares, There is also an 
Aramaic abstract noun from the same root, which means a 
like state of badness or depravity, the qnality of “ tare-negs.” 
Examples of these two usages ocour in phrases like these: 
“Phe tare-y seed of theft,” “perhaps they will be changed 
frora taye-ness and turn to the truth.” The literal use of the 
word to signify the, herb seems to me to be somewhat rare in 
Aramaic, while the figurative use isso common that one ean 
searcely read a hiatory, a chronicle, a commentary, a long 
poem, or a romance, without meeting it, and rather fre- 
quently than gtherwise. Even in conversations purporting 
to he between heathen it is frequently met with, In Job 8l: 
40, where our version has “thistles,” Ephrém Syrus has 
“tares;” but the Peshitto Syriac has a very different word, 
which shows a leaning to a figurative interpretation. The 
effect, then, to an Oriental of the present day who should 
read our passage, would be pretty much this: The Syrian 
ecclesiastic would read in his Arabic Bible the parable of the 
tares, see therein the word used literally, recognize the tares 
which he sees every year, and knows by the same name; and 
would recognize that the parable was spoken by a mn famil- 
iar with the agriculture of his country. It would still be a 
parable, however. Then he might turn to his Syriac Bible, 
and find the parable explaining itself—hardly, indeed, in 
figurative language at all, except so far as a literal field and 
a literal gathering of the harvest were spoken of, since the 
tares mean regularly te him wicked men and the wicked 
errors they propagate; and he would think that his native 
language has greatly changed in the course of ages if the 
early disciples spoke that same language, and yet had to have 
the parable explained to them. His literature has made 
familiar to him even the Devil as an enemy who sows tares; 
but it tells bim of many other enemies—human—who were 
sowers of tares. Jt is here to be sgid that, while no Oriental 
would suppose any enemy capable of sowing tares in a field, 
no more would he suppose any servants to be so stupid as to 
suggest, in good faith, the uprooting of the tares before har- 
vest. But he would agcept both as a part of the necessary 
machinery of the similitude, just as he does, in manifold 
more instances than occur in Aisop, the talking and negotiat- 
ing and other human action of the beasts in fable. Espe- 
cially, when he should come to Jesus’ explanation (Matt. 13: 
37-43), would he be delighted with the particular rendering 
of each object and action and actor in the parable, and con- 
sider the whole to be a beautiful “word of the wise and his 
riddle.” 





BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


Tue Tares among the wheat are pointed ont in the 
Talmud 9g ,q0rgupt productions of the “corrupted earth” 
prior to the Deluge. The rabbins, namely, find in the 


"Talmudic soneen (zisania)—that is, “ tares,” or “darnel "—— 


a direct allusion to, yea, a eonnection with, the Hebrew 
zanah, * going astray,” or “being, becoming idolatrous,” indi- 
cating that the very earth at Noah's time had been so corrupt 
(Gen. 6: 11,12) as “to bring forth tares [zoneen], though 
wheat was sown in it” (Beresheeth Rabbah, 28); and it is 
expressly added there: “These zoneen originate with the 
generation of the deluge.” In accordance with which state- 
ment, and in view of the fact that “tares,” far from being 
synonymous with “ weeds,” afford nourishing food for cattle, 
there is good reason for substituting “darnel” for “tare,” as 
the grass which “ has from ancient times been reputed to have 
a narcotic poisonous seed, to which many bad effects were 
ascribed.” 


BY THE REV. EZRA ISAAC. 

“Aw Exemy Hatn Done Tars.”—According to the rabbis, 
one of the many names of our spiritual enemy is Ashmedal, 
—destroyer (comp. Tobit 3: 8). In his work of destruction, 
he is associated with his so-called consort Lilith (Night, 
Darkness. Comp. also Rev. Ver. marg. on Isa.34: 14). These 
two execute their evil designs through their offspring, or 
agents, called Keliphoth (husks; that is, things fit only for 
burning). The Keliphoth are considered to be constantly 
surrounding and harassing the children of God by sowing the 
seed of rebellion and discord. in their hearts. Although these 
are permitted thus to act, yet the aid of the holy angels ig 
granted to the faithful against them. After the public recita- 
tion of certain psalms at the evening service of the great Day 
of Atonement, each devout worshiper is enjoined to offer a 
special prayer, of which the following is an abridgment: 
“ May it please thee, OQ Lord, my God and the God of my 
fathers, that for the merits of the psalms now read before thee, 
thou wilt cause my right side to beeome a chariot of thy lov- 
ing-kindness, through Michael, the high-priest and prinee of 
Israel ; my left, of power, through Gabriel ; my front. of merey, 
through Oriel; and my back, of healing, through Rephael. 
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So that all the Keliphoth that are domineering over me on all 
sides may be vanquished; and, at last, thy ‘Shekheenah’ [the 
presence of God it ‘Pen rid} ya 4 gn _ Then shall 
be fulfilled in me thst hich is w P Re Eaten be 
always white; and let not thy a ae ointment’ (Eccl. 
9:8). ‘The Lord is thy keeper,’ etc. (Psa. 121),” (Machzor 
Kippur, Sepharad ; 84b, 36b). Satan is further represented 
as always raising up Achans to act as “thorns in the sides of 
Israel.” We may fight them, but we cannot exterminate them. 
Therefore “let the lord of the vineyard come and remove the 
thorns” (Baba Metsee’a, 83 b). And then the righteous shall 
see and be glad; and the upright shall rejoice; and the pious 
shall shout for joy. The mouth of iniquity shall be 
stopped; and the evil one (which is Lilith) shall pass away 
alike with the smoke (which is Satan); because thou shalt 
take away the domination of the proud one. Then shalt thou, 
O Lord our God, rule speedily over all thy works, in Mount 
Zion, thy glorious abode, and in Jerusalem, the’ city of thy 
sanctuary, as it is written (Psa. 146: 10), “The Lord shall 
reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. 
Hallelujah!” (Prayers for Day of Atonement, 93 b.) 








BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





SOWING: 

By THE LORD. | By THE ENEMY. 
GROWING: 

For THE GARNER. | For THE OVEN. 








A PARABLE OF CONTRASTS. 





Two SOwERS. 
A MINGLED CROP. 
THE BaRN. 


GnE FIELD. 
A SEPARATED HARVEST. 
THE BURNING. 








THE LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS. 











HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“When thouy thy righteous Judge, shalt come.” . 
“ Growing together, wheat and tares.”’ 

“Stand up, my soul, shake off thy fears.” 
“The Saviour bids us watch and pray.” 
“Brethren, while we sojourn here,” 

“Oh, where are the reapers?” 

“Scatter seeds of kindness,” 

“What shall the harvest be?” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE. 


Relate the parable of the tares. How many persons and 
classes of persons are named in it? Who are each of these 
as revealed in the interpretation given by Jesus? Why did 
Jesus give the interpretation? (Matt. 13: 36.) Relate the 
How does the good seed in 
this parable differ in its analogy from the seed of the pre- 
ceding parable? What times or seasons are mentioned in‘ 
Who planted the children of the kingdom in 
this world? When did he plant them? How long will they 
continue on éarth? Until what season will wicked men be 
What class of beings are. to be: the agents 
in separating and removing all who are. not truly Christ’s 
disciples? What class of beings would like to do that work 
and do it at once? (v. 28.) Why will Jesus not allow it to 


interpretation of the parable. 


this parable? 


found on earth ? 


be done now? 


At what period is it very difficult to discern between 


wheat and tares? When is it exceedingly easy to discern 
between them? Is, or is not, ungodliness ripening in our 
land? Is, or is not, Christ’s image more strongly marked in 
his people than formerly? Under what figure is the future 
place of abode for the wicked set forth? (v. 42.) How is 
their suffering described? Does, or does not, the fact that 
figurviive language is employed in describing future things, 
lessen the force of the doctrine set forth? How does this 
teaching coricerning the lost agree with other portions of 
Scripture? (Matt. 22: 13; 25: 41.) How did the enemy 
find an opportunity in which to sow tares among the wheat ? 
Howareall his methods characterized? (2 Cor.11:3.) What 
must Christians do, in order to preserve the continuance of 
the wheat in the world? (Eph. 6; 10-13.) What must be the 
result if the wheat ceases its growth in a field where tares 
have been sown? What are the New Testament conditions 
of spiritual growth? What shall be the condition of the 
righteous when the tares are cast into the furnace? (y. 43.) 
To which class do you now belong? 


BY EUGENE TAPPAN, 

Teachers’ Questions.—1. What is the name.of this parable? 
2. Repeat the first sentence of the parable. 3. How much of 
the story is the kingdom of heaven like? 4. What is meant 
by likening the kingdom of heaven to a man? 5. What is 
the purpose of the story as a whole? 6. What species of good. 









sown? 8. Describe tares. 9. Characterize the malice of the 
enemy. 10. Explain “while men slept.” 11. How far along 
was the wheat before the tares were detected? 12. What pre- 
vented the tares from being detected any earlier? 13. How 
far along were’ the tares before they appeared in their true 
character? 14. In what stage of growth are wheat and tares 
best distinguished? 15. Why were the servants surprised ? 
16. What did the servants propose? 17. Why did not the 
householder order the tares to be rooted out? 18. What 
course did the householder say he should pursue? 19. How 
do we know with certainty the interpretation of this parable? 
20. How certain were the disciples of the meaning of this 
parable? 21. How fully did the multitude understand this 
parable? 22. How were illustrative stories adapted to the 
audience? 23. Who are pictured by the wheat, and by the 
tares? 24. Who are intended .by the householder, and by 
the enemy? 25. What do field, harvest, and reapers repre- 
sent? 26. What will become of the good and of the bad? 
27. What have you learned from this story? 

Superintendent's Questions.—1. Who is meant by the man 
that sowed good seed? 2. What is the field? 3. Who are 
the good seed? 4. Who are the tares? 5. Who is the 
enemy? 6. When will the harvest be? 7. Who will be the 
reapers? 8. How will the righteous then shine forth? 





QUESTIONS FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 
BY BENSON VAN VLIET. 


1. In the parable considered to-day, the kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto what? 2. While men slept, what happened? 
3. What was the result to the field? 4. What did the ser- 
vants propose to do about it? 5. What was the householder’s 
reply? 6. When, then, and how, were the tares to be sepa- 
rated from the wheat? 7. What did we learn, last Sabbath, 
the good seed represented? 8. What is represented by the 
field? 9. Who is this great enemy coming in the darkness 
to sow bad seed? 10. The sowing of good and bad seed is 
going on every day. Your hearts form a part of this great 
harvest field; let me ask the personal question, as we close, 
“What will the harvest be?” - 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


4 ——— 

Books which appeal to the imagination usually find a 
welcome by young people of every age and country. 

The old fashion of fairy tales in which tiny beings in 
diamond and gold chariots, wearing robes of rose leaves 
and butterflies’ wings, appear to good and bad children, 
and perform all sorts of impossible feats; and the mar- 
velous chronicles of giants and genii have not yet been 
entirely displaced by the more healthful and practical 
stories now furnished in such abundance to juvenile 
readers. Nothing in this line‘more charming in its way 
has lately been seen than Prince Peerless: A Fairy Folk 
Story Book, by Margaret Collier, who dedicates to her 
children the pretty green volume of eight stories, named, 
somewhat irregularly, from the seventh in order. Doubt- 
less the children of all ages will most enjoy the history 
of the old fairy Chrysanthemum, who falls sick, and is 
sent to Mortal-land for change of air, along with her 
maid Daisy, her servants Creepy and Crawley, in their 
long striped waistcoats, and her doctors Camomile and 
Mosquitoe. TheGreat Snow Mountain is full of dainty 
fancies in snow and ice, and each story has its peculiar 
charm.—Two of Southey’s Oriental romances, Thalaba 
the Destroyer and The Curse of Kehama, together with 








Price, $1.50.) 





seed was sown? 7. How soon after seed-sowing were the tares 





The Story of Rustem, from the Persian of Firdausi, 
have been attractively rendered into prose by that excel- 
lent and entertaining author, the Rev. Alfred J. Church. 
The book is entitled Stories of the Magicians, and it will 
be eagerly read by the boys and girls for whose pleasure 
it is prepared. The marvelous adventures of its heroes 
fairly rival the wondrous diversions of the Arabian 
Nights, while the Glendoveers, the Simorg, and The 
White Genius, find their parallel in Lewis Carroll’s 
Jabberwock and Gryphon. There are several quaint 
illustrations taken from Persian and Indian manuscripts 
in the British Museum. (Prince Peerless. 8 X< 5} inches, 
illustrated, pp. 267.. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
Price, $1.25.—Stories of the Magicians. 74 X 5 inches, 
illustrated; pp. 309. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. 


An American publication of no small artistic impor- 
tance has now reached its eighteenth number; twenty-six 
will complete it. The title is The Great Cathedrals of the 
World ; the publishers are Haskell and Post of Boston; 
and the writer of the text accompanying the illustrations 
is Mr. Fred H. Allen of the same city. The cathedrals 
thus far portrayed are Westminster Abbey, Canterbury, 
Salisbury, York, Ely, St. Paul’s, Exeter, Wells, Durham, 





Mark’s, Florence, Siena, and Orvieto. The size of page 
is twelve by seventeen inches; and each cathedral (with 
two exceptions) is represented by four photogravures of 
exteriors and interiors, and one “ composition-plate” ‘of 
various details, pulpits, statuary, fonts, ete. The photo- 
gravure, as is well known, combines some of the accu- 
racy of the photograph with the tone of the etching, 
and the results attained in this work are excellent and 
illaminating, though, of course, somewhat irregular, espe- 
cially in interiors, Its superiority is manifest when, as 
rarely happens, this series is obliged to substitute repro- 
ductions of engravings or lithographs. A few plates are 
retouched, but most of them are practically very large and 
fine photographs. Better work than in the Ely, Exeter, 
Canterbury, Durham, and St. Mark’s numbers need not 
be desired; and the price of each part is really not dear. 
The value of the series is high, but it depends wholly 
upon the plates. The accompanying deseriptive text, 
unfortunately, is ill-written, abounding in extravagant 
and indiscriminate laudation, destitute of artistic origi- 
nality or insight, and even incorrectly printed. It is a 
pity that such beautiful pictures could not have been 
explained by really intelligent historical and architec- 
tural notes, instead of subseription-book padding. (Bos- 
ton: Haskell and Post. Price per part, $1.00.) 


Two books of travel, written for boys and girls, may 
be mentioned together. By far the most readable is a 
collection of three narratives told by famous explorers, 
and called From the Equator to the Pole. And of these, 
the story of Captain Markham, who is said to have yen- 
tured nearer tothe North Pole than any other Arctic adven- 
turer, will probably be read with the greater pleasure. An 
excellent map is an assistance in tracing the course of these 
voyagers in the frozen seas; and, throughout the book, 
numerous illustrations add much to the interest. Mr. 
Joseph Thomson’s sketch, In the Heart of Africa, and 
Mr. W. W. Graham’s Climbing the Himalayas, are also 
well worth reading.—Concerning the second book, Up 
the Nile, by H. Major, it may be said that, if one can 
overlook the constant violation of rhetorical rules, the 
improbability of the incidents, and the generally. care- 
less arrangement of the story, he may learn something 
of interest about Egyptian life and history. There are 
descriptive chapters, compiled from various sources, 
about the Bedouins, the pyramids, the history and sculp- 
ture of Egypt, and about the various cities along the 
route. (From'the Equator to the Pole. 7 X 44 inches, 
illustrated, pp. 254. New York: Thomas Whittaker. 
Price, 90 cents.—Up the Nile. 7X 44 inches, illustrated, 
pp. 256. New York: Thomas Whittaker. Price, 90 cents.) 


Apparently Mrs. Barr cannot write other than interest- 
ing and helpful stories, and so skillfully does she portray 
human nature that it can hardly be said that she writes for 
one age or sex alone, since she is equally charming to all 
classes of readers. Her latest work, Paul and Christina, 
is a well-drawn picture of a selfish, willful girl, whose 
waywardness destroys the happiness of two homes, but 
who is at last brought to sincere repentance by the patient, 
Christ-like affection of her long-suffering husband. The 
wild scenery of the Shetland Isles furnishes the back- 
ground for this story,and the sturdy integrity of the 
devout islanders is so prominent a feature as to bring the 
book very near the line of religious works. (7X4 inches, 
pp. iv, 227. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, 
70 cents.) 


Storied Holidays: A Cycle of Historic Red-Letter Days, 
is likely to win popular approval, because Elbridge 8. 
Brooks has already made a bid for the favor of culti- 
vated people in his previous works, notably in Chivalric 
Days. It waga happy thought to take the holidays of 
the year, from Christmas to Thanksgiving, connect each 
with some picturesque event in history, and then tell the 
story in terse and forceful English. The result is acon- 
tribution to the literature of romance,—a book for buy- 
ing and keeping, that the children as they grow up, and 
the parents too, may dip into, and read. It is beauti- 
fully illustrated. (8x5 inches, Allustrated, pp. 271. 
Boston:.D. Lothrop Company. Price, $1.50.) 


Christian Endeavor literature is enriched by the addi- 
tion of Faye Huntington’s St. Paul's Problem and its 
Solution, in which the origin and successful working of 
a Y. P..8.C. E. society is entertainingly, if not always 
naturally, told. The title refers to the name of the church, 
and is therefore somewhat misleading. The writer 
faultily omits to indicate the headings of the chapters, 
leaving the reader to infer them from the Scripture texts 





Antwerp, Cologne, Strasburg, St. Peter’s, Milan, Pisa, St. 


which introduce them. {7} <5} inches, pp. 218. New 
York: T. ¥. Crowell & Co, *Prive, $1.25)" * : 
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regular edition this week for subscribers is 
112,500 copies, exclusive of copies used either 
assamples or for the filling of three months’ tréat} 
subscriptions, Advertisers are free to exdmine 
the subscription list at any time. The addertis-. 
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pee dbrnpiétion Gf * The following is a partial list of the important features 
, E ak pope which have been already prépared 6 appéar duritg the 


zed by the publifiition of coming year: 


OBERT LOUIS STEVENSON ter rine th’ yeart i wit 


o~_ @ position in the ure regul upon many topics, old and new, in @ familiar and personal way whieh will 

choose, so foe rm new bonds of eishte | betw eéri the author and his thousands of readers: In 
con ier contractetiit oe id first paper, entitled “A CHAPTER ON DRBAMS,” he tells, incidentally, 
the Publisher's dea mpl Betehe of 





me interesting facts concerning the opel of his story “ Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyue.” 
rine will appear in the January num 


RAILWAY ACCIDENTS, ite! tin cpctly portant and 


esting series of papers on railways, their adniinistrations and construetion, 
thdluding great engineering feats, famous tunnels and passes, @ end, indeed, those 
} Branches of the subject which in thid day en age the alrencion ot of he Whole country. 
Fhe iNustrations, which will accompa? th is series Will be very elaborate ‘ewe 
and béautiful. Phe authors and the les of the future articles will 


the advertisin: ng pg, i ever, 
sienna ite ice fiouse Lots 
upon the regular rat 


NEW BOOKS. 


ARROW HEAD LIGHT. y Miss IT. T. Hépkin 
author Ch “*Good-Times Giri Pekin 








EsshaYewy i i i 


r 
Cloth, $1 25. ILLUSTRATIONS b y a> wiles ‘ notncéd later. 
ania a By Minnié E. Kenney. Bay apo Prone ®. racer | 1) of the year will be notably strong, not only in the work 
ROGER DUNHAM'S CHOT¢R, By stinie Hazri- F. Horxr me *TaY TAYLOR of — ore Ay eh aah py daut of new aiittiors. A 
son, author of “Jean Macdonalti’s Work,” Ate. Wt Pavieh. and inaity others,’ ols entitled ‘‘ First F STI mp wie be begiii in 


270 pp. Cloth, $1. 6velettes b HENRY “An Ss and 5 is NNER, tlie fe late 
pYATURAL LAWS AND GosPih TE car Sak EVERYTHING COMPLETE. ft bi 7 ted coats t in the yéar.. There will aia ty isang short stories of 
ee rh Ey Se, Se fi strength and freshness, sevetal of them illustrated, 





Darby prem s Ce TEP D THY, pat. Somé hitherto tinpublittied letters of the great musician's, of special interest, written, to 
oe itt, euch 16 ots. MOF. he ecw In Figs 1- oscheleés, his friend and faster, will futnish the substance of two or three articles. 
gilt, Th vo ate 
ume, mor., $2; mor. ex., flexibig; eo: ii fined gs by ndelssola hi f, and "other original and unique material. 
ASKED AND ANSWERED, ® new Fl ay in it8 v: lientio ti #) EXPLOSIVES, ill be the subjects of of illustrated 
B ari nipée ony hs 48 @ thotive powety EX etc., W SS eae of a group 
Seri Bcrptare response for each Dealer nai goto, TRI a | st of great gery and popular lesovenh by leading authorities tipon thesé topics: 
bag a a ope of erie importance will ibe those on the Campaign of Waterloo, by JOHN CG; ROPES ; 
ROYAL TEXTS SERIES. “TH6 Man at Arms’ by E. H. BLASHFIELD; two papers by EDWARD ls. 
PROMISES, WORDS OF GRAC » Hlustra DAR of iTICl, v tad research : @ furtlier article by WILLIAM F. APTHORP, on a subject connected with 
Pa Picay ae — a recent Mi ARG NT’S papets on physical development will be continued, also Prof: SHALDR’S atti 
ip ede, “Tane ee ed on thé aa ts both Béitig admifably illustra 









“Will be, , is dtitihg the past year, an especially noticeable and individual feature. The gil Ht igeliade 


GUSTINE BI RELL, author of “‘ Obiter Dicta:”’ som rot articles b 3 


GOLDEN THREADS. Amusement and instruction 
admirably blended. Seventh edition, Fully illustrated. 
Large 4to, 236 pp. Cloth, $1 50. 





Li S, AUSTIN DOBSON, Gen. A. W. GREEL f. JAME MUSSELL 80. rd 
COLDEN LADDER SERIES. 2S sat D KING, C. A. YOUNG, and many others. 
GOLDEN Ss 
Eeerue Witt,” SRS ns STORTER. Porat if arly numbers by THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH, ANDREW 


_EDDIE GRAY Ce eee LANG, GHARL EDWIN MARKHAM, and others, give s good J $3.00 a Year 
a2mo iHuminated-eover and iHlustzated books in VEDDER, Wi the next oS re 8 verse; and in several eases well- known artiste—notab y ELEHU 4a JUV i 


, 75, cents, . AM (HOLE, d WILL H. LOW—h d poenis 
ryereys ¥ GHHISTIAN ALMANAC—1888, Hhitis- ng an Ingidative drawings 7 ye Bes: | nal 296. . umber, 


trated. r a ," 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, ILLUSTRATIONS, Suter, ste une cet ot. SPECIAL NOTICE poo, eto 


ever, it is the intention of the publishe * represent the best work of the leadina artists, | the first number (January, i897), thé following inducé- 















































150 Nassiiu St., New York; 84 Bverield st. and to promote and foster thé mist skill dds of pte The Magazine, | ments are offered : 

Bostofi ; . 1512 Chestnut Sti, Philadelp! > 9% on its artistic side, will exhibit what is and most sincere, and original. A year’s subscription and thé nam: 
fete tela one areata ha ts sheg 
arke Cc r’s # r an e items 

SUBSCRIBE NOW, BEGINNING WITH CHRISTMAS NUMBER. Cee TM Unbcn ae ba toe 
BEST BOOKS FOR aa wanes ghtae ss es lth 
CHRISTIAN WORK ERS. _ CHARLES SPRIBNER'S SONS. Publi i Me York, m pate fade ae ithe 
On the Old and New Testament wien” : : — Sa ae RSE = Ba a ST TTS 
OR. PENTECOST'S BIBLE STUDIES : ceo neta na neg matt A nna tt a a) 
— aon F, Pmvrncogr Dib, oat pages for = by a a 
ae enone The Youth's Companion. 
closely say work as an Pek oe bie 
“bet ravi New ws fardecome. 





LYMAN ABBOTT ON MATTHEW: 
fit Workers.” By is sentary op Matthew for Chris 
Ree sn Sg Es Witte te 


|| Shy Sorial Sires 


111 and 13) Piuam Serent, New Kovk. BY J. T. TROWBRIDGE, C. A. STEPHENS, AND OTHER PAVORITB AVTHORS. FULLY ILLUSTRATED. 
268 and Wabash Avenue, Twelve Pages Weekly instead of eight pages will be givent heatly every week during 1888, increasing the size of the 


ina almost one-half, giving an extrdordinary amount and variety of choice reading and illustrations, without any adyancé 
LENDAR a9 ‘in the subseription price. 


200 Short Stories. Tales of Adventure. 
We beg to announce ry. comple- 


tion of 4 uew Steel Plate Engrav- . To any New Subseriber who sends us $1.75 for a year’s sub- 
ing, designed for us by Messts. scription now, mentioning this paper, we will send the Com- 
JOHN A. LOWELL& CO, Itis panion FREE from the time the subscription is received, to 8 


pronounced by them the most ex- Jan. 1, 1888, 4nd for « full year from that date. 


Increased in Size, Finely Illustrated. 400, 000 Subscribers. 
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dress u receipt by us of 1octs, } ; 
in stampa, cash of potal ote _ Ate PERRY MASON & ©O., 41 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 
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The New Year. 


In its plans for'1888, The Sunday’ 
School Times has frifide fan ad Varie® o¥er 
any former year. The regular corps of 
lesson-help-writers wild include : 


Professor WILLIAM HENRY GREEN 

of Princeton, whom the Germans call “ the Heng- 
stenberg of America, ” wil! continue. his valuable 
“Oritical Notes” on the Old Testament lessons, 
week by week. Professor Green is well known as 
the chairman of the American Company of old 
Testament Revisers. ‘Suggestive Jottings’ on 
the same lessons will be given by the 


Rev. Dr. ALFRED EDERSHEIM 

of Oxford University, England, the well-known 
author of “The Life and Times of the Messiah,” 
“The Temple: Its Ministry and Services at the 
Time of Jesus Christ,’ * The Histor ry of the Jewish 
Nation,” and many other kindred works. As a 
Christian Jew, as a finished scholar, and as an 
attractive writer, Dr. Edersheim is peculiarly well 
qualified to give ‘help on the lessons on Leviticus 
and Numbers and Deuteronomy, with which the 
Old Testament lessons of 1888 begin. 


PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT 
of Yale University, whose notes upon the last six 
months’ lessons havé been so helpful to the read- 
ers of The Sunday School Times, will give the 
“Critical Notes’’ on the New Testament lessons, 
while ‘‘ Suggestive Thoughts” will be added by 


Professor Dr. FREDERIC GODET 
of Neuchatel. Switzerland, whose ‘‘ New Testament 
Studies” and ‘* Commentary on St. John’s Gos i. 
(as translated sae piited by President Dwig 
have endeared him to Christians on this At S 
the Atlantic. The ‘ Homiletical Studies” of the 
lessons will be continued throughout the year 
by the 

Rev. Dr. ALEXANDER McLAREN, 
the distinguished Ba wd preacher of Manchester, 
England, whose work in this line has won him so 
warm a place in the hearts of American Bible Stu- 


dents, 

Mr. GEORGE W. CABLE, 
whose skill as a Bible teacher, and as a teacher of 
teachers, is al y adding to the high repute which 
‘was secured to him by his “bility and his suecess.in 
the field of literature, is togive ‘‘ A Layman’s Hints 
on the Lesson,” week by week, through the year, 


Rey. Dr. H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 
the Editor-in-chief of the paper, will continue his 
“ Illustrative Applications,’ and the 
Rev. Dr. A, F. SCHAUFFLER, 
who is, peshape, the most popular demonstrator of 
teaching methods in this’ ¢ coptteh, and who is a 
leader in Sunday- -school evangelism, wiil Gre 
“Teaching Hints’’ on each lesson of the year. 
Bishop HEWRY W. WARREN 
of the Methodist Episcopal Cuarel will supply, as 
hitherto, his pungent ‘‘ Teaching Points’. for the 
teacher's prompting. In the department of ‘ Ori- 
ental Lesson-Lights,”’ fresh illustrations of the 
words of the Bible from the lands of the Bible will 
be supplied by the 
* Rev. Dr. SELAH MERRILL, 
whose observations in the East as an explorer, and 
whose residence in Palestine for a number of years 
as United States Consul at Jerusalem, have given him 
reretional aupartanetios for gaining knowledge in 
this line. The Rev. Ezra Isaac and the Rev. Dr. Jacob 
Mayer, Christian Jews, will adda illustrations from 
Jewish customs and Jewish writings in this same 
department. 
“FAITH LATIMER” 
will contribute, regularly, her Primary Teaching 
Hints, which have so long been an attractive feature 
of Up be ry ~~ oe oe Sang’ sup- 
pile vy 88 Anna lg ne 1a 
and Mr. Benson Van Vliet. 3 rr 
For full particulars regarding sub- 
scription terms see the fourteenth’ page! 
of each week’s paper. 


THIRD EDITION. 


THE REPORT OF THE 


SEYBERT COMMISSION 
Oo 


SPIRITUALISM. 


Published under the Auspices of the 


University of Pennsylvania 
Small octavo. 160 pp. Boundin oloth, $1.00. 








“No reader can fail.to admit that the verdict of the 
report is fully proved.”— The Birmingham (Eng.) Post, 
“Tt is the most important book on the subject which 
it treats that has been published for twenty -fiye years.” 
New York Christian Advocate, 


— 





If not obtainable at_your bookseller’s, send direct.to 
the publishers, who will forward the book, free of post- 
age, promptly on receipt of the price. 


J.B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, Publishers, 


716 and 717 Market St., Philadelphia. 
LITTLE FOLKS’ PAPER. 


04 Beantiiul wre Pictures a Year. 




















in: ry uy teacher of an infant class 
o shndigcte their name,and number 
{ ' = fe a can have this rforone 
ay ‘or a éir scholars 
pies to all upon 
applfeation. Address, - FREF. ! 
LE FOLKS’ PAPER, Albany, N. ¥. 
pg SLX CENTS for SAMPI.E SET ard price list. 
HM. H. B. ANGELL, 354 Fourth Ave., N. Y¥. 
The Bagster Bible. “So com 
complete that every Sunday-school 
should possess it.’—J. H. Vineent, D.D. 
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GOLDEN TEXT. DESIGNS. 
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It interests, amuses, 


St. Picholas « x 
* for Girls and Boys. 
* (x Gprited bp Paryp Mapes Dodge. x x 


OW comes the season when we must consider 
what magazines we are to take next year. 
The older people decide this question: they 
} may be interested in the histories and nov- 
els in the Bot the eune ? but do they 


think enough e‘young folks in 








mi house? What are the deildren from five to 
i fifteen years‘of ag¢ reading? Consider the 
tremendous moral and educational influence exerted by such 
a periodical as ST. NICHOLAS, in which the leading writers 
and artists of the world meet the children once a month, 
The Graphic recently said; 


« Che family twichout it is only baleblessed,” 

and at the same time keeps the 
thoughts of its readers in the best channels. The Hartford 
Courant says: ‘* How efficient a thing in our civilization such a 
magazine would be.if it came to the majority of the children 
in this country!” and at ‘$3.00 a year, 25 cents a number, 


St. Picholas costs less than a cent a day. 


See Christmas number. The Comey Co. 33 E. 17thSt. N.Y. 
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FOR YOUNG CHILDREN se 

All illustrated 
wanzient, 1887, 75 cents. For mother and baby 
5 4 Rw aplens mod and Women, 1887, $1.50. For 


880M) $1.25. Instruction and inspira- 
tion ; rel 


The M ce Pear, 75 cen’ Outline-drawing lés- 
sons ate fingers, - 


was t O'clock Jingles, 75 cents. For baby’s eyes 


Be a A irl 
aa y ang ah ny trad $1. A jolly boy-and-g 

ms Polly Blatechley, $1. Whole stories out of 
ife of a quaint little girl byl Frances C. Sparhawk, 


My Land a Water mds, $1.25. An ant- 
war book by by Mary re ag et " ve 


Look-About Club, $1.50. Mostly about insects, 
same author. 


FOR OLDER CHILDREN 


Fully illustrated 


American Authors for Young Folks. By 
4 — B. Harris. $1. Introduction to our national 
erature, 


Royal Girls ane | Reval Courts. By M. E. W. 
po egg $1.25. A story involving manners and 
etiquette, 


Real Fairy Folks. By el mast Meyer. $1.50. 
A play excursion into chemis' 


Sto nee ck Sexape- i Ht 4 
~ | 91.50. ‘Sclomce. 2 Ladin tort us 
abelian 


Storied Holidays. By Ripcvige & 
Historical tales connected with 1 


A Midshipman aanton Charles R. Talbot. 
peri A splendid story By and heroic virtue. 


fed Gloves Catch mo Mice. By M. EN. 
<n 4 35 cents. "All the cats go in the ae 
but one. no rently cat We: one Cant catches the 


Brooks. $1.50. 
ve holidays. 


mouse and is made a du 
Wide Awake. pide w ey e £75 sock 75 =. 
The best and most for the money 
and re Sy voted ts 
7 poems Any ae poets with az = i 
8 ni mai ic- 
) of 100 art ’ ~e 
The F ee. . Mary Bradford Crownin- 
shie}l travel in Europe by the 


author of Atta‘ Aniong tee Lighthouses: Nearly ready. 


Dame Herald By F. 8 W. $2.50. Introduce 
siga om) to heraldry th the romantic stories connected 


Days and Nights in the Tropics. By Felix E. 
Oswald. $1.50. A scientific book of adventures and 
hunters’ yarns, 


Brisk Times. $1.%. A.bookful of happy stories 
and pictures. 


Stories of American Wars. $1.25. Neglected 
bits of history. bs 


IMPORTANT. NEW BOOKS OF 


D LOTHROP COMPANY 


FOR OLDER CHILDREN (continued) 


Adventures of Tad. By Frank H. Converse. 
$1.25. The rise and fortunes of @ street-boy. 


Boys of Cary Farm. Bye Caroline Smith. 
— Ai Western story of city and ebuntry boys 
By Christina Goodwin. 


After Schoolda 7 $1. 
fox ¥ four schoolgirls took up after life. A helpful 


for young women. 


mei m Pets, By Mary Treat. 75cents. On 
ants and spiders and other funiliar strangers. - 


eo Dinners, Weddings, and Fetes. 75 
A dozen sketches of all-country customs. 


FOR GENERAL READERS 


Some Things Abroad. By Alexander McKenzie. 
$1.50. A joulney in Europe and the East by a genial 
traveler, 

Life oy the Germans. By Emma Louise 

Home and social life in Germany. 


The Artof Living. From +p Prades. b rp. A. 
. Cooke, with Introduction by Dr. A. P. 
' Pithy thy sayings by England’s Benjamin Frankl. 


a im Romance. By MaryG. Darling. $1.25. 
Bar Harbor and ends where all romances 
in the moon—the honey-moon. 


ey Midnight Sun: Tsar and Nihilist. By 
James M. Basone wis LL.D. $2.50. A tour in north- 
eastern th special regard to nihilism, 


ere ofthe Srpcstenm Indian. By ElbridgeSs. 
rooks. $2.50. A book to be read in place of a score 
Pa gather dust. 


i Spot Sauses Bussell Lowell. By E. E. Brown. 


. The new Toes of Lothrop’s Popular Biog- 
wien 20 volumes in all. = ° 


the Year with the Poets. Edited by 
br i — Twelve exquisite books of the 


months, 
Ei co Manse By Pansy (Mrs. G. R. Alden). $1.50. 
of progress ; 


of people ; religi 
airitexdod aah bappinken . 


BRassian Novelists. From the French of Vte 
E. M: Vogiie by J. L. Edmands. ae A biographi- 
cal, critical, social, political, exposition. 


Common gomse se Science. Be GrantAllen. $1.50. 
A means of intelligence suited to busy people. Re- 
lates to recent advances in science. 


LUXURIOUS BOOKS 


The Moly Grail, By Alfred Tennyson. With 14 
10" ‘vures in various tones from designs by 
we ylor. . Edition de luxe, $12. 
ae about Aathors. By Harriet Prescott 
Gre fford. te | by Edmund H. Garrett. $3. 
tion de luxe, $8. 


Ballads of Romance and Histery. By twelve 
American poets and five aanegionn ort artists. $2.50, 


Ringing Ballads, Hartwick Thorpe ws 4 not Rin; 

Tonight. By Rose Hartwick Thorpe. $2. o 

seyes and he ponte av By orig Thaxter. 42. A 
home of poetry and art. 


Song of the Bell. From Schiller, by U. W. Cutler. 
$2. A new translation. 





Sympathetically illustrated. 








WM. HM. ne MART.S. 


In the Bookstores or sent by the.Publishers. Illustrated Catalogues free. 


The Atlantic Monthly 


For 1888 
_ Will contain three Serial Stories : 
The Aspen Papers. (In three — 
By HENRY JAMES. 
Yone Santo: A Child of Japan, 
By EDWARD H. HOUSE. 


Reaping the Whirlwind, 
By CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK. 
Six Papers on the American 
Revolution, 
By JOHN FISKE. 


Boston Painters and Paintings, 
‘By WILLIAM H. DOWNES. 


Three Studies of Factory Life, 
By L. C. WYMAN, 
Author of “Poverty Grass,” ete. 


Poems, Essays, Short Stories 
May be expected from Mr. WHITTIER. oh 
Hotes, Mr. LOWELL, Mr. NorTON, Col. 
GINSON, Mr. WARNER, Mr. ALDRICH, Miss 
PRESTON, Miss LaRcoM, Miss JEWETT, Mrs. 
THAXTER, Mr. ScUDDER, Mr. WoopsBErey, 
and many ‘others. 


TERMS: $4.00 a year in advance, POSTAGE FREE. 
The fab nepen 4 and December of charge to of 


the Atiautie will be sent free 
= su whose subscriptions = for 
1888 are received before Dece © 20. 


Postat Notes and Money are at | the risk of the sender, 
and‘ therefore remitiances should be made ty money. 
order, draft, or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston. 


A Beautiful, Illustrated 70-page 
Magazine for 4-cents in Stamps. 


In enter 50 allow such magazine readers as are not 
already familiar with the merits of 


Cassell’s Family Magazine, 
(Best Family Magazine Published,) and 


The Quiver, 


(Gem of Religious Monthlies,) 

Po examine ner we will send during the next 30 
days to any add: ,on receipt of 4cents in stamps to 
pay mailing a pampee copy ofeither. Extraordinary 

remium offer for new riptions, and prospectus 
Free on epplicatien. 


CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, 
739 & 741 Broadway, N. Y. 


RESPECTFUL - 


Notice is given to all farmers iframe 
ers, gardeners, stockmen, etc., thats 








men copies of the RURAL N W- 
YORKER, the leading American 
a ap of its class, will be mailed to 


licants. Address the RURAL 





D LOTHROP COMPANY 32 Franklin Street Boston 


-YORKER, 34 Park Row, N.Y, 
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC,|. 


hE ere & hip ges a ggt Arena Digs w 
Pre: fig a] oi ae : bgt h 
_ Met seitvice 


for thé Pritnhdy Class, Chats, 
snus saute Be Unapeakable Gi Gin, ne ende a 


5 Chitit aé Bratch. Words 6 
tbs ogier. ‘tyates #2: ee per 100; he pied eA 
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od PARSE Geter nd. A y 
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Tisbers G) a rates. Prompt 
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CHILDREN'S DIADEM, 


New Sunday-school Song Book. 
By ABBEY & MUNGER: 
aft A geslsamee yatta art 
pape Laws. ” bn tiew colleetiori _— 
iIidren’s and songs is likeiy to be 


with great vor. 
80 ‘ape $3.00 per dozen. 


epaeet ie Eumnso is 
ae A 
"Se * Goes Cc 
ana Youwb per a 
vt of Praise, Henan secures & 
of of asi Sete a ! 
carer 
; eis” 40 pete per auzen. 


i Price. 
oLtvER DITSON & 00., Boston. 


(887 XMAS MUSIC! 
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Sént 64 réevipt of 25 ¢. @., a8 soot ad réndy. 
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a aenasa mee ules 
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‘BPriée, $8 per 100; 4 Sta each by = 
MP A full Catdtogue tent of request, 


ney, & MAIN, 76 E. Mivith h St., my. 


Andsiph Sitesi, 








X-MAS MUSIC 
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Brae eat ive: wise: 


nT Olbetaes presaid. 


: ae of new and 
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oug ut Q ye interestin 
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Ri eee cat 
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By Burtihuin & Root. prepress 
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ffect. Can ie 
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is He aunon 20.,Cincnnat0 


_., Wid 19 Bast 16th St, New York 
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| ith Nase Ee ew Song Soe SW. Tuftd. 
OP ir Peativhl cxeatione to 


bats & @ rath re in onet ore 

















A MILLION COPIES PRINTED: MAILED Tc TO ANY ADDRESS FOR 6 Gents, 


CHRISTMAS. 


ze LADIES’ HOME 
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yA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Wi Will ¢ Carleton. 

he)  THE.SPRING FARM . 
Mei Seale 
OUR NEW MINISTER 
Y: rege Ad 
Sy saree apy 








. 
vg @ Ce 
=o bes 


MAD GRAHAM, thé Hefoihe of Spring Fabik 
AD sat Bemet Money for Wivés,”?-0¥ Manrot 


cette, | 
hed mii He pit MOS Mle roan, by 


fr emmy 


Wy e 
efiem ten 
eae, phianasorye Yprrisee ‘Be Cn a 


fuashol is npince a = esaaerat at 
surges aD RECETTIONS, 


‘ Pax PUBLISHER oviins | 


~ $500 | 
iN CASH! * 


To the person who will s Pod th ih up A APRID “ot = ected of six monthe! ane 
$450 Is offere 4 tor oF the Second f tar list, $ for Me - 1 
est | St, and so on for even iargeet ee 


port ee tsa ‘a eerioe ee 


Ss x ae are rps hustle 
blag pow pad 
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Cobke, pson Clark, 















Rose Ter 
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, aa le 


"obatie sUBLIGHING GO; PHILRDEL OMIA, PAs 
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$100,000 PICTURE FOR ONLY $I. 


We have just published a repfeddction ot MUNKACSY’S GREAT PAINTING, 


“Christ Before Pilate,” 


Te Oe oa B1S0, 000. bine Sas iasloees oa ean Phat 


ar. Jnitsrett, taken bi VEL TASA © we this great Work ts rece the 


EXAOTLY LIKE ee eantaanna 20 Ae O08 ee most at iippressive 


$1 91." kour copiss for oon Sent A CUreLy ai etire by Raven aig” ibe, nad. Paarenveod to each Jou jo 


‘order, and to give 
Siecr gad eity to sill the ptotate, ana oe? véry 
WE WANT AGEN . s 18 Something that every famitty will 


ovohace ith hE ean Agents cha soth muned 
With it; Pull Abscriptio# and Agents’ terms séiit frée on Address 


application. 
THE PHELPS PUBLISHING GO., PuaLIsHERS- Springfield, Mase: 


S£k LARUE“ Ab,” In LATE 188UR, 
McENTiON Tue SUNDAY BOHOOD TIMES WEEN ORDMAING, 








DOUBLE NUMBER, Finely Iiustrated. 


JOURNAL 


+< SAND PRACTIGAL HOUSEKEEPER =: sr 


Zs . Btandidindly Printed aid Profiidely lluithated by the best artista of Avméerioa. 
ak MAILED to AXY peDnte ON RECEIPT OF ONLY 


ants, 
3 ADORATION 


GQ NEW XMAS SERVICE 
w MT TE: Urrougrss | 
Maring Milsic Recitations e76 


J. Sonps F Nature: IIo Songs rr Hn gels 
TT Songs fF Grace: LV Songs Ff Grow 
One of Mrs Burroughs best ofory 
_ The Music 1s admirable s 
Oo PER COP AOD FeRIOD Br mare! 4 


G0 CAROLS.N'S 
$ oso reouy, 1/ surpassed 
anything we have seen shies poahy 
Jane price os 


oboe . 
JOKN-HOAN- "CE aRee ot 
eccrine ene mn 


A anaes Anthem i | 
aoa ee 


fo oy bena Lie 
E on ‘a samp ay *plah 
arish or Local C Hue ‘as 
Sard, he vat Worship, Ca Sh ayer 
eet opics, New Vear 
ed othr “Samples and es and inforaon for sha, 
mention this parer. 


Mavala & Company, #3-m oo eee, 
iss? CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


KEW BIBLE SERVICR ENTITLED, THE 


DAWN OF PEACE. 


Price, by maii. prepaid, 5 cenia enchi 

By 6k press, not préepatd, $4 per 106. 
ASA HULL, Publisher, 

150 Nassau Strect, NEW YORK CITY, _ 


THE. GOSPEL WORKER'S TREASURY 


Ot tyne. nt Revival fatodotee, Tox exts, mg % 
comp ma utlines. tine ee ce pure 6A 4 ngs. 


.-% Leo 
over Pane uraren find rae? vinings illustrat 





























shat i réd anecdotes ered and Lut 


tihdred texts, thethes, an wat al o% 
Seated. Sodenes full and complete. 


- fidi 
to the minister cad eaantinae te po das 
: . ehildren’s meetin Pare iam mn 


8 eoaitsien Sayrtops | 9, 


“The Wondrous Birth,” 


By BAY and BEAVERSON, 


“Joyous Sounds,”’ 


By STERRITT. 
Two beautiful Christmas setvices. Price, each, 
cents. Stamps taken. 
W. 5. "SOHER @ 00, Publishet's 
NO. 1162 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
NEW J. W.. TUFTS’S Carol Child. WV. 


ter Manger 
CHRISTMAS) ae 








Le and 


CAROLS, tei : $. and  Bublishing Seelety, 
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ee ees 
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cena you a A 

>. WR. NIVER = PUB. €o., sare N.Y. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 14 iighed weekly. 
at the following rates, which include postage 

ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price p copy 
for ome num of copies less than five. To a new 
subscriber, half price ($1.00 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaties, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year. ‘To new subscribers, half price (50 


cents). , 
CLUB RATES. 
When the teachers of a school unite In subscribing 
for a number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
following low rates: 


FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subscribers, and half rice (75 cents) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
Jers than five. 


TEN TO NINETEEN COPIES, one year, $1.25 each for 
poe: ubscribers. and halt price (63 cents) for new. = 
peter of both oldand new together to be no 
leant nten. 

TWENTY OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for’ 
old subscribers, and half pri ce (50 cents) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
less than twenty, 

If a school has had a club at one of the higher rates, 
and wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger one ata 
lower rate, it is of course ree to do 80. 

FOR SMALL SCHOOLS.’ By an equitable plan, the 
smaller schools, which cannot well form large clubs, 
have the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in pay 
school is less than twenty, the club rate to such school 
shall be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 
(S0eents) for new, on condition that the order for the 

pers be accompanied by a statement that the num- 

r of copies entered in the club is not less than the 
full _ nu r of tonchers in the school. This does not 
m t every teacher must actually be a subscriber, 
but t the number iS Sopies ordered must = be 
less than the full Persons who 
are not teachers may cy asked to join che ciao, in or 
pond Bd secure — required number. Any number of 

pre of the sequired number may be su 

. seribed for at the same time, pore epey 

mey as 
Se NE RU A eichert Wh oon hor 
example: If there are seven teachers in ‘aechool, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
other, the club subscription need not be for more than 
four copier. in order to secure the low rate. 

WHO ARE “ NEW”’ SUBSCRIBERS? wo) new sub- 








pend is ee. — owed has n the paper at 
me during the 
shiftin of a Past two Jars from one member of 


a household a. in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
new additional subscriptions by or for other members 
of the household will be 5 QR 4 on half rate. 

FREE COPIES TO CL ANIZERS, Any person 
forming a voted of eith Ue oh Ab ye he it is made up 
entirely of old subscribers, or of old and r. 
or entirely of new subscribers at the halt rate is en- 

titled to an additional copy free, excepting in the case 
of any club for less than ten copies aed ya the 

PR mye School ” plan (given avers). yey large 

lubs are formed pe bya shall be petit to ~ 
additional copy, for every twenty subscribed fo 

HOW CLUB APERS ARE MAILED, The The Lapers tos for 
a club will be senteet Zs \ gee paper © dresses of 
gre members, or in a to one address, accord- 

inate to the preference o wohaielinnen The papers for a 

should all go to one post-office, although in cases 
here a rtion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matier from one post-office, and others in the 
same school get — om another, the papers will 
be sent aecordin ngly: 

Different schools are not to unite in the forming of a 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken’entitles it, 
and we Bt name of the school should be mentioned in 

1€ 0 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally y ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he ‘ls to receive the 


ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed sh ould be careful to name not only the post- 
ce to which doy A wish WA sent, but also vy one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

If a club subscription is renewed b y some other 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oniee the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 

rmed last year by 


i aes mate PLAN has a adopted because 
e 2 at outlh: 
could be made than t SE is a > 
Rov on rea on new es ie is entit) 


The aay Dey nd 
paiki Bou Lit 
tne te ba ty de Hf \ 
ra 


club wil inva 5 ach Miscontinned Pmt ies the 
Expiration of the subscri ras Renewals should 
therefi be made early. 


Enough coptes.of any one issue of the paper, to en- 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
eent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row. 
London, E. ©., will receive yearly or oat early sub- 
scriptions for “rhe Sunday School Tim e paper to 
be pd can post direct from Philadelph “ to the sub- 

) at v - ‘ollowing rates :— 
ay om 3 2 copies, 10s. each, 
- . 83.6a, ™ 
10 eobies ina upWards, .73.6da “ 

To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
pape ust be ordered at one time, and they will be 
— either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
Bethe age so 98 pass —_ whichever may be preferred 


JOHN. D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P.O, Box 1550. 











GRIND? Pe hd Aad 
owner ist Shell, 


Graham Flour 


SE WAND MILL Sees 
Io POWER MILLS and 
F. D LS. Circulars and testimonials 
_Seutonappl'c c't'n. WILSON BROS. Easton, Pa. 


BURPEE’S SEEDS 


Are warranted first cles, Send for illus. cetal 
W. Atlee Burpee < Co., Philadelphia, 








Bulbs and Piants. Our dew 
Giant Pansies are the largest and 
finest in the world. Twenty-tive 


® cents 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Queens, New York. 








Best for Ladies’ use. Contains Oil, Preserves 
Leather. Is Economical. Insist pupon having it. 











KovcH, Rep, 
CHAPPED 


Sealy Skin 


‘PREVENTED BY 
Mt icura 
-++ Soap 4- 


RTURING ¥KIN BLEMISHES, ROUGH, 
, 8caly, and reddéned skin “and han 
edily overcome by that most exquisite 
autifiers, the CUTICURA MEDICATED TOILET 


Soap. 

It ‘stepuleten the sebaceous 
sebuff or oily matter design 
and scalp and keep mee healthy, and thus 
vents blackheads, pim 
ern not affected 


ands to pour out the 
to lubricate the skin 


ds_ 80 posh 9 de- 
all other Ski 


. Prepared by the 
Maas. 


re- 
les, and many forms of skin 
by . other soap 
and peantityin, 
‘Skin, iat iraparting that velvety 
softness and whiteness of the h 
sired, tt is incomparably superior 


sola everywhere. Price, oe 
PotTtER DRUG AND CHEMICAL » Boston 
Send for ‘‘ How to Beautity the Skin.” 


the 





BABY’S “fea ty'conce 


preserved and beauti- 
RA MEDICATED Soap. 













W. BAKER % 00., Dorchester, Mass, 


". GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


EPPS'S COCOA: 


BREAKFAST. 


7 Warranted absolutely 

Cocoa, trom which the excess of 
“Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
eal, costing less than one cent a 
cup. It is: delicious, nourishing, 
| etrengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persone in health. 

Sold by Grocers everywhere. 











. CHOICEST OF ALL FOR THE 
~—— Loe Bath 
Preven Hands Chapping. 


an ie la Hostthe Ms 





BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


eritsasa WASH BL 
and a by enor 


D. Ss. "'S. WILTBERGER. Prop. ngele one 2d St., 


pete boon fully tested.|" 


“pay og RD Your 





XQUISITE | AN 4 LASTING 








im for it. 
Phila, Pa, Pa. 





The Finest Powdered Chocolate for family use. 
~ Requires no boiling. Invaluable for Dyspeptics 
and Children. Buy ef your dealer or send {Q stamps 
trial can. H. O.WILBUK & SONS, Philadelphia. 








“WOOD'S "’ PURE 
S FLA VORING EXTRACTS 
EXCEL ALL OTHERS. 
6 THOS. WOOD & CO., BOSTON. 








THE FAMOUS CUSTOM-MADE 


PLYMOUTH ROCK $ 


















Retail everywhere for $3.00, 


Sizes 234 to 7, D and E widths. 
We send these boots, in 
either kid or 
Tr: pal Bn 


t, or 









CONSUMERS’ BOOT & SHOE CO. 


of $2. Send ipt 
PRICE-LIST. 
Mention this 


paper, 
Box 33 


3 Boston, Mites. 


we will 
bay 





Forstyle, comfort. health, and durability has no 

Gives the latest Par’ 
fon. Warran 

weve regain its sha 


what position the yy tn 


= SALE by all phe: LEADING 


Patented Improved Lotta Bustle. 


ual. 







TA 
SoleM” r’s, 


ed “ Lotta. 
ee 











self-m: 
foes a “ye inducement to? mention thi den 
Suunples te tell 
your W 
veiner with $3, and. 35c, for 


Y BOY 


re 
IS MONEY,ORAN 
The American Express Co. (ca 
will cheerfully reply teary inquiry 
ice about us, and the way we treat our customers, 
PLYMOUTH BOCK PANTS CO., 


18 Summer Street, Boston, Mass. 


PANTS 


Overcoats.) 
to the présent 


great depression in Wool 

oolen » to- 
gether with the tight: mon- 
“market, we have been 
e to buy Fer Cash, at 
reat discount.some lines 
woolens that hitherto 


YOU WEAR 


Tain 


us ‘us about What Fa 4 you prefer, 

, and Hip measures, to- 
prepaid ¢ express or postage, 
guarantee satis: 

ER OF OUR 

IVILEGE OF RETURNING EM 
CAUSE, aie R ECEIVING BACK 
tal, twenty millions) 
sent totheir Boston 


nreceipt of 
Bes ye with 

blank & 
“> & z00d 


AM. for 
‘send us 
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“CORDED oe WAISTS 


are sold at all Leading Retail Stores. Ask for them. 


E” 












































Hardwood -Maniel, 
BevelFrenchMirror, 
Brass Frame, 
Grate and Glazed 
Tiles, in store. 


$2000, 


CHAS. L. PAGE, 
337 & 330 
Wabash Ave. 
CHICAGO. 


in an 


WIPED OUT- 


That's what's the matter with nino 
out of ten.door. mats....1f not worn ., 
out, they're wet, soggy or so full 
of mud that they're useless. The | 
Hartman Patent Steel Wire Door 
Mat never gets that way. 
self-cleaning, permanent, always 
ready, and takes all the mud, 
snow, ice, or dirt Off the shoes 
instant—and don’t cost 
much, Could youask more? It 
will pay you to send: for descrip-} 
tive pamphlet to 


HARTMAN STEEL CO, Limited, 
BEAVER FALLS, PA, 
yj ee rt ying é 


Oe Yenc 


bested a ices, pag hay hotels, depots, cara, Leley 
It is invaluable. 


It’s 





EDUCATIONAL. 





Wz erst! 


Se AGENCY, 16 Astor 
City. W.D. Kerr Secretary. 





iy BOR eek Leg my ht 
amen, N.Y depe 


on to fan suitable teachers, and to ty to inform no others. 





J. A. BOGARDUS, Home 
Young Ladies, 4035 Chestnut St., we 
Fifteenth year begins Sept. 22. 


School for 





EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


get valuable information free in the new Illus 
auedt fF Calendar. Address E. TOURJEE, Boston. 








COLEMAN RAXIO¥AL Bert- 
NESS Co 

Cheapest and Best Cou 

ness Training in the World. Satirinc. 
tion guaranteed or Brame g refu: 

For Catalogue, ete. 


GE, bap teal 


H. COL eee President. 





WESLEYAN ACADEMY. 
Classical 


The 
vance will cover or ordinary tuition, with 
bes term Sy ony Rigg Send for ca‘ talogue te 
v. G. M. STEELE, Principal, Wilbraham, Mass, 








BEACON ACADEMY 


FISHKILL-ON-HUDSON, N.Y. 


Select Home School. 


J, FRED SMITH, A.M, 
Principal. 





BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 


i. THE Vv. DR. WORDEN, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





oy ‘STAMMERING ” 


h Permanently 


De "Lewis A remy Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, 
285 1S 5 0 WES nering entirely eared by 
tammering entirely eu : 

8, Johnston.” yor fa full tof ~4 


S.J STON, 
Institate—1ith and Spring Garden Sts. ee 


ormation add 












rie = SMALL 
a hi Ks if ‘om _&C0. 
ipl Serre A, wl |) Boston, 





St., Philadelphia, Pa., U.S. A. 





Furutture. Send for capers 
CHURCH Stained Glass. R. GEISS. 
Banners. 127 W.8thSt.,New York 





SHAW, APPLIN, & CO., 
Manufacturers of PULPIT SUITS, 
27 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON. 


Send for catalogue. 








S. $. BANNER 





J. & R. LAMB, 
CarmineSt., N.Y. 

Send for 
free circulars. 








Sunday-school Banners, $1.50 to $10. 
nes or merino, send Fel eth ag 9 
"T' & CO., 133 N. 34 t. Ph 











BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY, ~ 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc, FULL 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free, 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 








McShane Bell Foundry 


ombinest Cc 
Henchman ts 


‘omit tor Price and Catalo; A 
SH & Gon" 
pe, an pane 















CLOBE 
INCANDESCENT LAMP 


400 candle power. Burns ker. 


sene oil. Wi brilliantly iltumt- 
feet Y 


i with greater Sore etee k requir. 


, ing no machinery 


inches in circumference. Tek 
voir holds 15 pints. Costs less 
than two cents per hour to oper- 
ate. The best church or store 


Aight in the a 
‘tured only b 
DARD 


ST 
'®., 1 


Perkins Av.,Cleveland,0O, 












Perfect Necktie Holder. 


») Send 10 c. for sample 
Puitdasipnie . 


INCREASE YOUR LIGHT, 


We propose to send by mail a sample bur- 
ner that will double your light, never 
gas with 


suvety, fi 
wl 


ap lpner. extinguish like 


lar eac' A, J. 
nN ER, 68. 2d St., Philadelphia. 





. of #hold- 
rob Street, 














THE STRONGEST GLUE IN THE WORLD 


Tested at 1620 pounds to 8q.inch at New Vay Ex 
LEP 
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Russia, Cement Co., Gloucester: tase 
Somiplemalio’ for 20c)(stamps). Be fimitati 
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CHURCH SEND FOR CATALOGUE TO 
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Philadelphia Agency, 9 North 13th Street. 


Wheeler Reflector Co., Boston. 





year, tops 
have 





the world. For sale by all 
dealers, 
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Lamps, and 


5 a "| uasttag Ta a one York. 
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cautious, That way liés its safety. Tt is our 
way of doing business, and we want capital- 
ists and small investats to examine our 
methods. But ¢apital is not wise that will ac 
cept leans at less than 6 or’? per cent. in the 
. Rast, when, in the West, that rate of interest 
ean be had on security that is absolutely safe. 
How can you know it is absolutely safe? 
Don't take our word for it until you know 
more about us. Write for the facts. Then 
jadge. We claim it is worth your time to 
write to usif you have any money to invest 
—large or small, We know safe and good 
loans are made in Kansas, We are the old- 
est company in.Topeka, and have loaned 
aver twenty million dollars for our clients, 
and not one of them has ever lost a dollar, 
principal or interest, ori loans that-we have 
made. Doesn’t this record give us good 
reason to invite your correspondence? 

Are you more conservative than insurance 
companies, savings-banks, trust companies, 
colleges, etc.? We are loaning money con- 
stantly for some of the soundest of these 
institutions in the Eastern states, and shall 
be glad to furnish their names as reference, 
on requést, 

Do you want the same safe and conserva- 
tive expert service and—s higher rate of 
interest than you cab get in the East? 
Write to us. 

THE KANSAS LOAN AND TRUST CO.,, 
Toraka, Kawsas, 
T. B. Sweet, Pres. Gro. M, Nose, Vice Pres. 
¥. M. SHELDEN, Treas. E. T. Witrcoms, Séc. 


| IS RIGHT THAT CAPITAL SHOULD BE 





‘— President + 
eunene JOHN J. — o?” 
o® 
6* ee e 

Mowry 
THE x 3 

Rs or AtcHIson, KAwsis,’ 
i Offers guaranteed Farm Bonds, of 
-» Eastern Kansas, semi-annual interest 
coupons payable at the Chatham Natt 
Bank, New York; send for pamphlet to 

~ GENERAL EASTERN OFFICE, 


187 Broadway, New York. 
BR, M, MANLEX, Gen’l Mgr, 


Sethe & Be 


McINTOSH & MYGATT, 


DENveR-BAN KERS-cororavo, 
.° Do a General Banking Business. 
Interest paid on Time Deposits. 


Tn our Investment De ent we have First 
Mortgage Loans that are absolutely safe, and ae pay 


roe PER CENT. stabi All 
he beter making toon. fo sepanel 


- Vee ‘investment of Teast Partioulgr attention gi nds, We collect int agiven 


peak saan HORA Paes 


York, or FIRST NATIONAI, BAN Denver, Col, 


AREY. IEW, ot CLAY on 








. Price $10 inside, = Ngi8 fre it~ 
itl buy @tive acre tract for 





You can in m hl; aenel rete. ogee 

A storey post oltice, ua aad bath 
house, Masonic id 6 pumber rod private resi- 
dences already built. 


t healta. 
Pea en aoe towns and 


and get 8 map of F 


AMERICAN . 
FIRE INSURANCE . CO., 


808 and 310 Walnut Street, Phij 


PHILADELPHIA MORTGAGE AND TRUS? C0. C0. 
Capital $500,000 cron wate 322 Chen. Ste 
THE REALESTATE TRUSTCO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
No, 1340 CHESTNUT STREET. 


Bi ANKING in all deposits, Bonne on time 


municipal, 
F Washingiga St. Chicago. A kuan's 
na ew xor 
Paaaen Bate Buliding = 


Manhattan t Lite fe Insurance Co,, New York. 
BAND WoX. 


For e ad its leona the Company, 
giving ‘ow sie 

















107 INTEREST wo be ety fo ates | 
res CHAS. H. SMITH Nee iypkgonvlie, 


CROSBY , Bx 1887, 


THE CIRARO 
Life Insurance, Annuity and Trust Co., 
DELPMIA, 


Rene CHESTNUT S8T., PHILA 
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9,307. 


RTMENT 
$ LAND MORTGAGE co. 


: Y Years’ Expertence. $10,363,800 Loaned. $6,450,681 of Interest 
« and Principal returned to Investors. No delay. Not a dollar lost. 


courage images the of this Dompaay are given.in amounts Upwards, with 
Sine oe = — a So Snehanmed for @6 $ fot oa 
Estate Debenture Bonds of this “Onl with, apd 















pany, in amounts of S300 and upwards, sec 
bonds ¢ertified by, THE eg yong LOAN AND TRUST CO.. of New 
is is a great opportunity for persons of ane means. 
om EW YORK 


DEBENTURE § BONDS ... 21ii% 
— a D 3 INTEREST, 


J. B. WAM ICINE: L iar M. Oa. caerrentinn enln Rudess, 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Menager, #43 Broadway. 


% FIRST MORTGAGES IN KANSAS. 


During the next ninety fore re shall Lave our custcmers 8 r ooe4 on Sp y mor they may send us 
for inv cotments Br b 4" pave on band First Mortg: Thy Vs ‘ations $300. We on 


five afte of rt fier Va maowuly ee ints of mF ee Prd st B30" Pang be 


per cent, which we or er. 

ex ch money can fareion us Pr. these aust They are A | seeurity. 
Phe. tingenct | in the monger mar bys enables us to cut down hed oe for in each case to unamount 

that is safe beyond a doubt. ow is the tine to get a nice line of emat 43 wok ‘oang. WFite for our New 

Investor’s Guide. Remit, with advice, to Yourstruly, J 


Investment Bankers an Mt Pad a? cma, eR NSAs. 


) 00 CAsH Down AND 


SA STE RNR 
iN 9 $6.00 seve pany smomeax, SaDvORD Pm 
















1 ino aa Ee 
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master erc 
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OW READY aT REDUCED ease bade 
Catalogue Free, Be sure aud Write to us and 


CORNISH MISH & CO, WASHINGTON, NEW 


= = “SAMANTHATSARATOGA its 


that © conte ot oothaer 

Ra telco Bihy, ‘imeral A Tad drenked 11 toms pe tay 1. 

a eens , that has made her x ne 
—- Rev, O, H. D.D, 


tract. * frome nd 
works @ rever.”’— Will Carleton, 
ut humor.”— 
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Superior to all 
SHR Wien CMAOPY ae 
CROSBY’S ae ~ LWANT ACTIVE, EX ENERGETIC M 
VITALIZED PHOSPHITES PF sett PS octess the ster 
worn-out nerves, relieves all weak- vost it fo slope ois Site wae for 
nesses and nervousness. prth, sole 
me wae oe 
» Beceliont Rpctisut he eatet an yoo ang 
= era mati bree Ho USE BUILT FREE in 
Nene ee r Ait coh z,| Fo po tet 


Fruit Salts aud Mineral 
from a disordered condition of the Stomach, — Bowel 
OR ye An 
8 
Strengthens the intellect, bullds up owe ston thro weeks trial, on Tibet to be +4 
ig, making etley Worn. gele 
By druggists, of mail, $1, $6 W. 25th 8t., N.Y. weeks! iar: 
by ph everywhere SE ina sep ets 
ieee 
fit willbe lesever 


YESIOA ppPie a rsewrett saat fifa 
— 7 Te oa rw in yeur own 
foinstamps 108 he = | cee $5 tp §8 A DAY tows Tay 














the Ni 
The Great Seeret of ee Canary Rroadere of the won of cag ily bays pisanaa Holder. “hye ay jam- 
BIRD MANNA 41. inde and rene "a léc. in 2e. si m. Sample and A W. Hassel bach,t pessease sndusky-OL 





BIND vooD. gall. Bold N. rabies Hina IBERAL SALARY Reis te = five men to intro- 


on new 


Patio Bypenere pata ¥@,Phuindn pi hie 38 Pe 


WINS N & CO,, 1009 Arch 1 Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


$5 to $10 A DAY. Wonton” gprs 


writes ; “J make from $5.00 to 0.00 a day. Can makeit 
oz dazinabe rene ak her, “Book 60 orders in 
five. dtL Ease Par Boston 











|wamuin PIANO 


KANSAS CITY. 


* ‘Ant absolutely tals Th¥oeiment, which will return 
@ large profit in reasonably short time. We are 
organizing a syndieate to handle a tract of the 
finest unplatted ground in the limits of Kansas 
Gity, in the midst of the fashionable residence 
section. We will plat property whieh ean be easily 
80]d in lots to make in one year & net profit of $33 
on every share. Shares, $10) each. Certifieates of 
shates full paid, transferable and nom-assessable, 
bearing eight per cent interest from date of issue, 
entitling holdets to reeeive their proporiionate 
share of tio-thirds of the net profits. We retain 
remaining one-third for our services. Sectre 
Shares by remitting New York draft for amount 





‘wanted, Investigate thisinvestment. Pocket Edi- 


tion, or Prospectus, furnished on application. 
Address, 


J. H. BAUERLEIN & CO., 
Real Estate Investors, 
Security Sullsing, Kansas City. 


PIRGIN AB hacen 
Nog 


he Gated of he rand is in Tremon 
Bho mt Be jane i ith Ohuret 0 onan 
me Tale Cine! enatie and of over 

















w styles of PARLOR ors 7 by from 
and wu OTe and 


eae A FT eng Sa are be Cour 


u 
TIVE CHICO ARS an een ei bere on ap- 
Plicai eatiqn. Second-hand Or ‘or sale a , 


MASON ORGANE be Ura ed 


epee eountry. Weinvite attention =n ou 





frceutinn, y on 
fen York, or Chicago. 








Thompson’s Fine Pianos and Organs. 






ens on an e days ron Suen fo you Save th 
agent's ¥ jealer's f. n r cata 
rices, THO N &CO., : Livernanl 





PENGERIAN 


TEEL PENS 
Kre the Best. 


ESTABLISHED 1860. 


LVISON, BLAKEMAN & 00. "APPR 


[JOSEPH GILLOTTS| 
STEEL PENS 


Sore By. ALL DEALERS Turoucnour Tas WORLD 
GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION-I878. 


























Biz B5-cont re for $1.00. 
CONN. OvVELTX mien Meriden, Ct. 





ares sathen in Gold Letters tor 30 cons, Tesine 
< Address: 








ngraving Department offers uneq allied 
foutite on ‘or Mebme e om and Visiting Cards. En- 
Cards, $1.00, Send for 


yt Epes. ih 
=| WA ete: PAPERS BY MAIL 


Pome CARDS BY MAIL 


We sell all gradcs of Writing Pape’ eye 
Ttisthechea way to buy, bu gt 
nearly double the qnantity than by the qu 
rkame money. Allthe N Neweat Pa pert-and 
LatestSt y hen. Send for Sample Book 
WM. H. HOSKING & CO., 927 A reh Street, 
LEADING STATIONERS, Philadelphia. 


Out of (ree 
Paper? pine wi : ; 


Mall rates 1Ge. per Ib. ‘Prope 
and 


Express often cheaper. 
WEDDING Sere 
INVITATIONS! 170 to 15s Devonshing BG, Benim 


OWKST in the United States.— vb 
eT, di rock Hoes mils to “nd 
ee! peper and envelopes, w 
bum i ipo eee 


of sheets to a pound, sent on — 
H. H. Canter & KaRzick, SE 


BUSHNELL'S PORTABLE LETTER-COPYING BOOK 


HER, ing Book and Press combined. 
rfect bbpien 3 with ba be 7 ne. Mi 7) mab 
wAgen n_ey 
actiptive oler. 4. A. BUSHN ELL, General 
fea Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


$8. cnet 
runtehe saat 
our 
, type, a4 ad 
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VEGETABLE GLYCERINE. bce nts ats 

By ES 

Procter & GamBLe, CINCINNATI, OHIO, | nishing or oF usekeeping Fo for decors ingot for 

guarantee that there is not one particle Beeause a Wanamaker's you know just the thing 


“IGNORANCE IS THE MOTHER OF 
ALL EVILS.” 
Are you ignorant of the uses of 


SAPOLIO? | 


Sapolio is a solid cake of Scouring Soap, Try it in 
your next hon ng. 
You are judged by your house just as much as 
by your dress. Keep it. neat and clean and your 
on will shine. 


reputati Neglect it and yotr 
prom A te a ee” Do ink that re 


No. 9. "[Copyright, March, 188?.] 











“CHLIDEMA” 


' Is the name of a new Carpet manufactured by 


JNO. & JAMES DOBSON, 
Falls of Schuylkill Carpet Mills. 


This announcement is made that you may 
avail yourself of the first opportunity to visit 
our store and see this new fruit of the carpet 
loom. We want the criticisms of all lovers of 
art'on this latest production, 

All interested in seeing: the best the nation 
can do in this Centennial, year should see the 
CHLIDEMA CARPET, 

Those who need a carpet to harmonize with 
the latest style of draperies should purchase the 
CHLIDEMA, 

The quality is the finest made, and the colors 
and patterns the work of an artist. 

One of the principal features of the Carpet is 
the border, which is woven on, thereby avoiding 
the mitres at the corners and adding to its beauty 
and durability. 

Can furnish them to suit rooms of any size. 

Tn addition to the above, we are prepared to 
show a large line of carpets of all grades, of the 


latest styles and colorings. 
In our “BARG PARTMENT” yi 
gant aa pe he ds 
yell as the Tapestry 


be found Wiltons, Acxm' 
ing at such reduced 







Brussels, and I 
Brussels we have been 


prices. No one should lose this opportunity to 
secure such great bargains. 


JOHN & JAMES DOBSON. 
809, 811, & 813 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


KNA 








PFPIrIAINOS FORTE 
UNKQUALLED I 
Tone, Touch, Workmanship, “and Durability. 
WILLIAM KNABE & CO 
BALTIMORE, 22 and 24 Kast Baltimore St. NEw 
Yorx, 112 Fifth Ave. WASHINGTON ,817 Market Space. 


FA NORTH & CO,, Sole Agents, 


_1808 Chestrut Street, PHILADELPHIA, 


Oriental Entertainments. 
For yon aig Churches, or Lecture Courses. 


India Unveiled in Ita, wereey Fea- 
ture and Amusing Detail. 





Tiinmina- 

tions, Impersonations, and Instruc- 

tive Lectures all inone. Su bjects : 
“Social Life in India, ” “Scenes in 

the Orient.” For terms ard dates 

open, address ORIENTAL BuREFADU, 
West 234 Street, New York. 











WTTONHOLES.—Our Fumily ButionhWleA'tach- 
ment goes on ordinary sewing machine. Easilv 
managed. Makes periect and aorsuseas tonholes quick. 
Price very /ow. Send 2c. stam ina tem int samples 
of work. TheSmith&Egge 16 E. 14th St. N.Y. 


TATEN ISLAND Fancy Dyeing Estab- 
lishment. BARRETT, NEPHEWS, & Co., 5 &7 
Jobn 8t.. N. Y.; 47, N. 8th St. ‘Phila.; 43.N. Charles St. 
without Send 


it. nd cleaned 
for cireu)ar and a3 Mention this paper. 


STUART'S SPOOL COTTON 


Best and cheapest. Warranted 200 yard: 
Seld by all Leading Dry Goods an a. Notion bers. 


oe 











of glycesine from animal :sources in their 
VEGETABLE GLYCERINE.. .The pro- 
cess of manufacture from beginning to end 
is conducted in their own factory. 


STANDARD O1L ComPANny, } 
CLEVELAND, APRIL 25th, 1887. 
Messrs. Procter & GAMBLE: 


GENTLEMEN; Icancheerfully recommend your glycerine 
as the best arid. purest I have ever used, and my friends have 
told me the same. ‘ It is excellent, and I would not be with- 


out it. 

(Copyricutep.) 
Our Guarantee Seal is 
on every package, and 
this guarantee covers 
not only the purity of 
the Glycerine, but also 
its Vegetable origin. 


"Yours Truly, 
¥F. W. Loruman, 


VEGETABLE GLYCERINE is put up in 
toilet bottles with glass stoppers, at 75cts. and 
$1.25. 


' If your druggist does net keep VEGETABLE GLYCERINE, it 
will be delivered to your address, express prepaid, upon receipt of 
price, by 





PROCTER & GAMBLE, CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


The. Lesson, Calendar for 1888 is 
of the same general character as the 
one issued for 1887, but is far ha 
beautiful. It is arranged to hang 
in the scholar’s room, and it gives 
the full text: of the lesson and also 
the golden text for each Sunday. 
All the lessons of the year are thus 

“use in the one calendar. The 

ns are not pasted together in a 
$4a; but hang by an ingenious wire 
device. When a week has passed 
by, the leaf for that week is turned 

the wire hanger, and takes its 

ace back of the other leaves. It 
is the prettiest thing published in 
the line of the Sunday-school les- 
sons, and scarcely anything could 












be more helpful. 
Each ‘calendar, this year, wil] be ed.in a pasteboard box, ond ean be 
carried in the mails without injury. ’ Price, fifteen cents each ; when five or more 


copies are taken, twelve “8 each. Can be had of booksellers or from the 
publisher. JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








It’s a question now of “Ironclad” holding out. When, though, did you 
hegt of a storekeeper keeping back his goods, if he knew what he was about? 
Aifen ng as there’s a Suit of it—or Overcoat—we’ll sell. 

It’s price and it’s ality have advertised it well. 

«You can rarely tell strength so certainly. by the feel. It’s as sturd 
touch as if it was coarse. But, it’s all wool: twisted tight and wiry. 
der it’s strong. 

We needn’t. comment on the price. Nobody’s afraid to save money by good- 
ness, It’s enough money to give us a profit and you a quality that wears wonderfully. 
It. begins to look as & the manufacturer hadn’t-made as much as you want 


to the 
0 -won- 


is the same. 
Men’s Suits, $12.00. Men’s Overcoats, $10.00. 
Send for samples. You're in good time yet. % 


WANAMAKER & BROWN, 
OAK HALL, SIXTH AND MARKET STREETS, PHILADELPHIA. 





a. -EYE 


ov seen in a min a ents eye on 


5 coun Thaw ae Frock only, and offer you cgefor 


in Ear Drops, choice, ~~] 
wes ron The same in deat 
Cab Tn Reocreel iS lowe ete. 
H, H. TAMMEN, 935 1 6th St., 7" Denver, Col, 


~~ LANGUACES. 
- The Meisterschaft S pees Syetemary Dr. SB es pos 


gushes. tote cok easterel 
leara to speak’ pgemretocc. Rett. gd 


Peed Nagedties: an, Spenion or Italian. 

00 f 
books of Spice \dooa Sp, eB copy, i Ls 25 
cents “Leedd tends of tenchoe 


MEISTERSCHAFT PUBLISHING CO., Boston, Mass. 
prssares. 


PCTURES | TO PAINT zis'si<: 


addons oft Feoue 9f 10 10 conte, te, bes We TLL TILT: to Ne 
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This Label is op the Best Ribbon Made. 


ASE your GROCER for CEREALINE FLAKES. 





Ten outline 














oer LEBRARIANS should 

TRIA TRIP. “ The nme gre called by D. L. send to P. F. Van bt te | 116 Nassau St., N. Y., 
; por, Jo oon eal tana nd others, osha Pe samples of his Hi - any ee 

fT. Hasti fastin ngs. Bible House, PSs Cornbill Se can be adjusted that it Piteanybook. 


‘Prices. 


WE ARE W1ixzL.L.iNn G. 


this winter. But he has improved the quality. That’s something. And the price | 





‘ou want may be had if it is a proper thing for the 
biggest mereie the world to Kee 

pte pia nal fro r Dress G 

Enough 50in. 50c. all-wool Habit hoth for a gener- 


ous dress, 
in in. Saha na-webs cluster-line Plaid. A $1 stuff for 


dec. colors. 
A site feckea wae color-mixed check ; a cheap-at-¢1 


ey for 75c._ 54 inch. 
A sturdy cloth cut into half-inch oeeenaaiicee etd be oo i 


stripes and li; ys ip closed thread 
ch. A $1.25 st 


50 inch. for $1. 
A solid Ser, ‘Diaided narrow color-stri and 
inch-wide body-s Sow inch. $1, from §1. 
Camel’s-hair in., Se The combining 
novelty, fu: pets vrieat fi 


, $3. 
n Su ting, ret Sa Hyena Half 
¥ Fane colors. Seige. Quiet 
Frene e et as you please, 45c, 
Ready made, warm colored skirts Br about the cost 
of the stuff—some of them. 
Felt, Cloth, Flannel Meron Pie Satin, and Fancy 
Silk and Satin Novelties. 75c.'to 
Machine and hand knit Sirirts 1,25, 
Double width lee inch) doubi 
rinted-on-bo Canton Flannel, 
ave paid us 
or like use, 


to $5. 
of extra heavy, 
50c.a yard. Y 
1 for just like it. For curtains, Yortiéries, 
various color contrasts, 





books fill most of the eye-space in the Book 
sige. “wy f their time. 7 


Whoever wants to know what good judges heme acd Nd 
the just-out Books, and at the same time learn the 
least the Books canbe r rly sold for, has a direct 
interest in Book New: 50c. a year. 


Don’t send for “Dress Goods Samples ;” say as 
near as may be what kind. 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Philadelphia. 


James M’Creery & Co. 
offer the following choice same : : 
A Choice Line of Black and 
Colored SILKS, Superior Qual- 
ity. Latest “Weaves. Lowest 





In DRESS Goons they offer 
Fine Diagonal Serge, at 65 cts., 
worth 85 cents. Camel’s Hair 
Cloth at 75 cents, good value 
for $1.00. 

Several thousand pairs of 
Fine California BLANKETS, at 
a large reduction per pair from 
the manufacturers’ present 
wholesale prices. 

HOUSEKEEPING . LINENS, 
Table Cloths, Table Damasks, 
Napkins, Towels, Toweling, etc., 
at about one-half former retail 
ae es ° 

A special. let--of Eider. Dewan 
Bed Quilts, with handsome Sat- 
teen Coverings, in single, dou- 
ble, and extra bed sizes, at 
$8.00, $9.50, and $11.00 each, 
being a little over half price. 

Satisfaction assured to every 
purchaser, city or country. 

Maii orders receive careful 
and prompt attention. Mention 
this paper. 


James M’Creery & tb; 


Broadway and liith St., 
New York. 














MV LEGWWT LLUSTRATED MONTHLY 


Devoted to the Interests and Pleasures of 
the Youth of Every Family Circle. 


Now in its Fifth Volume. 


FIFTY CENTSA YEAR. 
Subscribe for the Best, Purest, Brightest, 
Cheapest and most attractive paper for Youn 
People, YOUTH, only 50 cents a year, postpaid. 


“Yours és the cheapest secular and moral 
wos paper that is published for young 
people 


“ Parents should see that YOUTH is in every 
home in our land,” 


All teachers should have “ Youru’s” hand- 
some and most useful PREMIUM. 














Send.stamps or postal no 
YOUTH PUBLISHING CO., 
34 Park Rew, New York. 





Send 10 cents =o our Art Catalogue describing the 
set of pictures called 


Christ in Art 


and a list of 10, om hotographs of woote. of art and 
Drelan i+ pub! anes by us. Pts ivrexpensive 
med ures, collections of photograp and 
panels for the holidays. 4 
SOULE PHOTOGRAPH CO., 
338 Washington Street, BOSTON. 





it advertisements that are trustwo Should, however, 
The Sunday School Times iptends to admit only 9 rthy. aaeeres 


will refund to subscribers any that they lose 


on pavertigomont of & party nit in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 








